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And now I ſay unto you, refrain your ſelwve 
from theſe men , and let them alone : for if rey 
Counſel, or this Work, be of men, it will come to 
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T he Epiſtle Dedicatory. 


To his honoured Friend, Mr. Laurence D:- 
buſty, Merchant of London. 


SIR, 
I. Leſſed are they that have not ſeen , and have b:heved, 
B John 20. 29. Bleſſed are the eyes that ſee the things 
that you ſee, for I ſay unto you, that many Prophets 
and Kings deſired to ſee the things that you ſee , and 
ſaw them not : and to hear the things that you hear , and heard 
them not, Luc. 10. 24. In fine, Bleſſed are the clean of heart, 
for they [hall ſee God, Marth. 5. 8. Bleſled chen are you, honour- 
ed Sir, and all good Roman Catholicks , becauſe ye truly be- 
lieve in Jeſus Chriſt, whom yiſtbly ye have not ſeen. Blefled are 
your eyes that daily ſee ti, great works of God , wrought 
through his Omnipotent Power by one of your own Faith and 
Religion. Blz{[:d and a thouſand times bleſſed are yon , who 
are clean of heart, and think in goodneſs of good God, and 
of thoſe his moſt admirable and wondertul works. 

2. Put contrariwiſe unhappy are the SeRaries and Here- 
tiques that believe not truly in Chriſt, nor the myſteries of 
Faich, becauſe they cannor ſee them by natural Reaton, or hu- 
mane Wiſdom. Unhappy, and thrice unhappy are their cyes, 
becauſe they ſee the wonderful work of his Wiſdom wrovght 
before them , and yet will they not truly believe in him. Un- 
happy and an hundred thouſand times unhappy are they poor 
wretches of unclean heart, that think ill of the Lord; and at- 
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The Epiſile Dedicatory. 
tribute thoſe his moſt holy and miraculous Works to Sorcery 
and Witch-craft. 

3. Wo be to thee Weltminſter,woe be to thee London(if now you 
be not converted) for if mm Tyre and Sidon bad been wrought the 
Miracles, that have been, and daily are wrought in Jon they had 
dine Pennance w hair-cloth and aſhes long ago. Y on have ſeen and 
daily ſee Devils caſt our of poſleſſed Bodies, the Blinde reſto- 
red to their fight, the Deaf ro their hearing, the Dumb ro 
their ſpeaking, the Lame to their going : In fine, all infirmi- 
ties curcd betore your eyes, by a Member of the Holy Roman 
Catholick Church, in confirmation of her Faith and Dodrires, 
which are the Signes Chriſt himſelf cold his Diſciples ould fol- 
low hs Church , Mark 16. 17, 18, &c. Why then wou'd you 
not believe? in your own Conventicles or Sets there is no 
ſuch, neither eyer was , nor ever ſhall be , as herca:tcr wee'l 
prove; 

4. I confeſs I have lately ſeen a Pamphlet come forth, intitu- 
led, The great and wonderful MIR ACLE wrought by Maſter 
Cheeſeman, and My. Beſt, and others, upon ene George Bro- 
kingham , living near the Three Cranes in Thames-(treet, who 
had ſold his Soul to the Devil for 22, years, and thereupon gave 
him a bond written with h1s own Blood, But after a ſerious cxami- 
nation and diligent inquiry, I found their Mirac!e was but yain 


words, and lying wonders. Or if there has been any ſuch, I am. 


ſure of it, he is yet (till as ill as before ; tor out of the Catho- 
lique Church, no man can work ſuch Cures. Therefore if there 
has been any ſuch,lI ſay, and chat he be yet alive, ler him be pro- 
duced, and brought to the King of Portugal's Ambaſlador's 
Chappel in Wilde-ſtreet, and there a Roman Catho/ick Prieſt 
will pray to God for him,. exorciſe him, and by Gods help caſt 
the Devil out of him , and caule the evil ſpirit to re(tore the 
Bond back viſibly to the view of the world. 

5- In the mean time, honoured Sir,be pleaſed to receive this 
little Gift , and give God hearty thanks that we have lived to 
ſce, what to our conſolation, joy, and exalcation we ſee, For 
your admiration :hat ſome depart from the Holy Man of God 
br half cured, others but a lircle better, others, in —_— 
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better at all. Know Sir, chat even in this the admirable works 
of God, do admirably appear. For firſt God beſtows his Gra- 
ces and Gifts as he pleaſe, to one ſo, to another ſo: Who was or 
is his counſellor ? Secondly, he ſees ſome oppreſſed,or infrm,are 
riperthen others, ehat is, he ſees it more to his Glory and 
better for ſome Patients as yet to ſuffer, then that they ſhould 
be delivered or cured. Thirdly , ſome Patients come better 
prepared to receive the Grace of God then others. Fourthly 
and laſtly, ſome Oppreſſions and Infirmities are eaſter (in our 
capacity , though they be all alike ro God j ſome harder to be 
cured. Whence the Apoltles themſelves could not preſently cure 
all. There are ſome ſorts of Devils which cannot be expelled but in 
prayer and faſting, Mat. 17. 21. Why then may nor ſome ſorts 
of Infirmities alſo be eaſier, ſome harder, ſome ſooner, ſome 
later cured ? we muſt not enter into the inſcrutable Judge- 
ments of God, Its enough for us that we daily ſee thouſands 
and thouſands of Miracles and Cures , not onely by halves and 
by parts, but alſo wholly and perfealy wrought by a Catholick 
Pricſt upon Catholicks, and Proteſtants of all ſorts , of all 
ſexes, and of all hes. 

6. For my part I have ſeen with mine eyes ſome oppreſſed 
and infirm even Roman Catholiquez , who came tothe Holy 
Man, unprepared (as afterwards it appeared) or unripe ; to 
whom he did whac he could, and did nor deliver, nor cure them, 
but diſmiſſed them then, adviſing them to confeſs heir Sins to 
a Prieſt, and come again bertzr prepared to receive the Grace 
of God. Which when they had done, and came the ſecond 
time, they were without delay perfealy delivered and cured, 
thoſe from cheir great infirmities, as Deafneſs, Blindenſs, Lame- 
neſs, &c. theſe from Witch-craft and Devils; of which I cou!d 
and would produce inſtances (as-in due time we may) had nor 
the things be2n already ſuthcienely known to the world. 

7. Otherwiſe of ſuch delayes and imperfe&. Cures (if we 
may ſo call any cure done by God) we have an example in the 
Holy Scripture, Mark, 8. 24,25, 26. where Chri(t himſelfche 
molt perfe&t of Miracle workers curing a blinde man: firſtre- 
ſtored himco ſuch a Hght,as that he 74 men asit were trees walk- 
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ing. Afterwards he perfeAly cured him, ſo that he ſaw all things 
clearly. Therefore ler no man murmur againſt God, or againſt 
his Saints ; let no man defpair, but let eyery one that will come 
to the Grace of God, come on yith a faithful , and clcan, and 
well prepared hearc , wich great confidenc® in God, wich hearty 
ſorrow for his Sins, and with a firm purpoſe to amend his life ; 
and ſo God will deliver him, and reſtore him to what healch he 
ſees molt to his Glory, and the good of his Soul. Amen. 
: Sir, 
Your moſt affeQionate 
Friend and Servant 


A. S. 


The 
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The Epiſtle to the Proteſtant. or Se- 


Ctarian Reader, 


SI R; 


F you deſire to make good uſe of this little Bock , before you 
I begin t0 read ut, ſay frm, yiur heart to God : Lord thou knows 
eſt all things, and nothing is hid from thine eyes. T hou knows« 
eft the way of Hulineſs ard Truth, and the paths of iniqui- 
ty and wickedneſs are atomina' le unto thee. See therefore Lord 
and conſider the way whercin [ with , andif it bepleaſi g to thee 
let nothing put me out of wn Brit if it be mot right and leading 
wnto thee, for thy (4l" ſuke, L4 deliver me from it. Take away 
from me the ſtony ard incre lows heart, and give me a fleſhy and 
faithful heart, that may [tk tree in ſincerity, and finde thee in ve- 
rity. Let mit the Spirit 'f Obſtivacy kinder my good , mor the Spi- 
rit of Raſpmeſs hiſten my evil: but let thy grod Spirit lead me in- 
to the right Land. Lead me, L114, wnthy Way, and let me enter in 
thy Truth. Let my heart vej1yce , that it may (ye aud fear thy 
Name, Lod, what w ' you have me do ? Speak, O Lord, be- 
cauſe thy ſervant hearet). 1 am thy [ervant, give me underſtand- 
ing to lexyn and d. thy will, for Feſws Chriſts ſake. : Amen. 

T his ſaid, take your Bible. fit down , and vecillefted in minae, 
read leaſurely and wit out prequdice or partialty , conferring dili- 
gently (when you thuxk it fir, the plices of Scripture (or ſenſe 
theresf ) bercin cited with y' ur own Bible, like the noble Beraansy 
Ads 17.11. who wt doubting of what they were taught by St. 
Paul, but rather tobe more confirmed therein , they daily ſearched 
the Scriptures, whether theſe things were ſo: and ſo, God willing, 

Jour 


To the Reader. - 


yew} ns be ſatisfied, if Reaſon with Truth may ſatisfie you. 

— diſcovered your erronrs, and plainly ſeen the Trath, 
_ with David, and ſay, I have erred, like a ſheep that periſh. 
ed : ſeth thy ſervant Lord. At ley " , Jon converted, thank, God 
who brought _ out of darkneſs to his admirable light ; admoniſh 
your Brethren, and pray for me that a our Converſion to the 
Lard, and your aver ſion from all ſuch as may hinder it. Farewel, 


Sir, 
Your well wiſher 
in God, 


A.S. 
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The Reconciler of Religions: 


OR, 
A Brief Decider of all Controyerſes in matters of Faith. 


The firſt Chapter, 


That there is one onely good way to God, through Chriſt ; which 
i the true Church. 


I. J by: ſaith the Lord : Stand ye upon the wayes, and ſce, 
and ask of the old paths , which is the good way ,and 


walk, ye therein , and ye (hall find reſt to your ſouls. 

And they ſaid we will not walk therein, Jer. 6. 16. 
Loe how this unwiſe people ſay , we will not walk therein : 
thinking torſooth, that there are many wayes to heaven ; and 
that they may go thither ſafe enough, in any of them. Bur alas ! 
they are miſtaken, The Prophet doth not ſay the good wayes, 
but the good way. For there is but oxe good way. John 14. 6. 
One Lord (one God) one Faith, one Baptiſme, Epheſ. 4. 5F6. one 
Paſtour, Feſus Chriſt, John 10. 16. and one Flock , his one, Ho- 
ly, Catholique, Apoſtolique Church, which is Viſible, Infallible, In- 
errable, in which is power of miracles, out of which none can be ſa- 
yed: asthus is briefly proved. 

2. ONE, My Dove ts one , Cant. 6. 8. In one Spirit we are 
all Baptized mito one Body. 1 Cor. 12. 13. We are many one Bo- 
dy 48 Chriſt, Rom. 12. 15. One Paſtour and one Flock, John 10. 
16. perfetly joyned together in one minde, and in one judgement. 
1 Cor. 1. 10. inone heart and in one ſoul, ARs 4. 32. Neither 
doth it hinder a whit, chat there were ſeven Churches in Aſia, 
&c. for thole, and the like were bur pu of che whole, and 

mem- 
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members of the one Church , or Flock of the one Paſtour, 
Chriſt, the Church chen is one. 

3. HO LT, Sheis the ſpotleſs Body of Chriſt (the Holy of Ho. 
lies) whog ave himſelf for ber, that ſhe ſhould be holy and immacu- 
late, Epheſ. 5. 23, 26, 27. Theſe you have been, but you are waſk- 
ed and ſanttified, 1 Cor, 6. 11. whence every man, that is in the 
Church, as he is regenerated in Chriſt , and a Member of his 
Body, is Holy and a Saint, though as he is the Son of Adam, 
he bea lyar or ſinner. See St. Auguſtin upon theſe words ; 
Keep my ſoul, becauſe I am boly, Pſalm 85. 2. 

4. CATHOLICK, orUniverſal. She is the kingdom of 
Chriſt, of which there ſhall be no end,(of time, place, or belieyers) 
Matrh. 21.43. Luke 1. 33. Gorng mto the untyerſal world, preach 
the Goſpel to every creature. Marc, 16. 15. T heir ſound went m- 
ro all the earth, Plalm 18.5. Rom. 10. 18. I believe in the Ho- 
ly Ghoſt, the Holy Cathelick Church. The Creed of the Apoſtles. 
See the Creed of Nice, and St. Athanaſius his Creed. 

ſje APOSTOLICK, She is Built upon the foundation of 
the Apoſtles and Prophets, Jeſus Chriſt bimſelf being the chief corner 
ſtone, Epheſ, 2.20. 1 believe 5ne Holy , Catholique , Apoſtolique 
Church. The Creed of Nice. b 

6. VISIBLE. She is the light of the world, a City , ſeated 
upon 4 mountain, which cannot be hid, (or inviſible) Matth.5.14. 
Tell the Church, bear the Church , Matth. 18. 17. Whence Sr. 
Auguſtine upon theſe words: In the Sun he bath put his Tabernacle, 
that us (ſaith he, traRat. 2. in Epiſt. S. Johannis) he hath put his 
Cburch in manifeſtation, that as the Sun cannot be hid , ſo netthey 
can his Church be inviſible. See all the reſt of che holy Fathers, 
ſee all the Orthodox Divines upon the now cited places. Per- 
haps you will ſay, that the true Church is compoſed of che good 
onely ; and that their prxceſtination is inviſible. I antwer, 
the true Militant Church (of which we diſcourſe) is not com- 
poſed of the good onely, but of the good and bad, Wheat and 
Tares, Matth, 13- 24. Neither is the pradeſtination of the 
good more inviſible, then the reprobation of the bad. More- 
over, ſhe is compoſed of living Belieyers. Bur all living Belie- 


yers are viſible, Therefore the Church is viſible. 
7.1 N-» 


The Reconciler of Religions. 3 


7. INFALLIBZLE. An everlaſting Covenant ſhall b: 
«nro them (the Church) 1 will found them and multiply them, and 
give them my ſanttification in the midſt of them for ever. Ezek. 37. 
26. Behold, I am with you (my Church) all the dayes, even tothe 
confummation of the world, |Matth. 28. 20. The Spirit of Truth 
ſhall abide with you (my Church) for ever, John 14. 16. Whence 
its clear the true Church is intallible, 

8. INERRABLE. She is the Spouſe of Chriſt. Eph. 5.32. 
The Houſe and Family of God, The pillar and firmament of Truth, 
1 Tim. 3.15- The Gates of Hell ſhall never prevail againſt her, 
Matthew 16. 18. Therefore ſhe cannot erre. Perhaps 
you will ſay, the Synagogue did erre , therefore the Church 
may erre. I deny your Antecedent. The Synagogue did not 
erre, bur was changed into a berrer,according to the Scriptures. 
And ſuppofe ſhe had err:d, yer I deny your conſequence. For 
the Church is the Pillar and Firmament of Truth ; which the 
Synagogue was'not. Neither was ic ſaid to the Synagogue, 
that the Gates of Hell ſhould nor prevail againſt her, as it was 
to the Church. Certainly, if ic were poſſible, that the Church 
could erre, we ſhould have nothing ſure : no not as 
much as the Bible, in Canon, Verſion, or Senfe (for we know 
not which is which bur as ſhe tells us.) But 'tis not poilible. 
For Chriſt, who promiſed ſhe ſhould not, cannot lye. There- 
fore, as we believe that Chriſt is crue, ſo we muſt confeſs, that 
the Church cannot erre in matters of faith. 

9. POWER OF MIRACLES. Theſe ſignes ſhall fol- 
low them, the Church, not eyery one, that believes : in my name 
they (hall caſt out Devils, they ſhall ſpeak with new Tongues, They 
ſhall take up Serpents, and if they drink, any deadly thing , it 
ſhall not burt them : they ſhall lay bands on the fick, and they (hall 
recover, Mark 16.17, 18. 

10, OUT OF HER NO SALVYV ATION, Its not 
every one, that ſaith Lord, Lord, to me, ſaich Chriſt, ſhall enter 
into the Kingdom of Heaven, but be that doth the will of my fiber, 
Matth. 17. 21. But the will of his Father is, that every! one 
hear Chriſt. This s my beloved Son, Him bear ye, Matth. 17. 15. 
Bur Chriſt willerh and commandeth eyery one co hear the 
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Church. Tell the Church , hear the Church. Matth. 18. 17. 4s 
my Father ſent me, ſoſend I you, Go, teach all Nations, He that 
heareth you, heareth me ; and be that deſpiſeth you, deſpiſeth me , 
and he that deſpiſeth me, deſpiſeth him that ſent me, Luc. 10-16. 
Therefore he chat heareth not the Church, ſhall not enter in- 
to the kingdom of heaven, He that heareth not the Church , let 
bim be unto thee as an Heathen and Publican , Matth. 18. 17. 
Every Tongue reſifting her, ſhall be condemned in judgement, 
Ia. $4.17. 

11. Hence St. Auguſtine confidently ſaith, He ſhall not have 
God his Father, that will not have the Church his Mother , Lib. 4. 
De Symbolo. ad Catechumen. Neither doth it contradi&, thacr 
St. Peter ſaith, In every nation he that feareth God, and worketh 
Juſtice, is accepted to bim, As 10. 36. For he doth not ſay, 
chat out of the Church, or in any Se& or Hereſie, is ſuch. Nor 
that Joel 2. 32. affirmeth , that whoſoever ſhall call on the name 
of the Lord, ſhall be ſaved. For out of the Church no man can 
call on his name in eruth. How ſhall they call on him , in whom 
they bave not belixyed ? or how ſhall they believe , &c. as here- 
after. 

12. If you ſay, ſome did call on his name, and were accept- 
able ro him, out of his Synagogue, I anſwer, ic is no wonder ; 
for the Synagogue was not Catholique, as the Church is, 


The ſecond Chapter. 


That the Roman Pontificial alone, is the true Church, 


I. Ow then the grand Queſtion is, which is this Church ? 

To finde our this Church , Hoc opus, baud labor eft 
ramen. This is the work, not labour. If you ask the Quakers, 
which is this Church ? without doubt they will ſay, its theirs. 
If the Anabaptiſts, they will ſay the like. It the Inde- 
pendents, they will repeat. If the Presbyrterians , they will at- 
firm, that none hath more right to ir then themſelves. If you 
ask the old Proteſtants (as they call themſelves) or any _ 
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Se@& whatſoever, it will ſpeak for it ſelf. There is no Herefie, 
(faith St. Auguſtine, lib. 32. cap. 17.cont, Fauſtum) but will call 
it ſelf the Truth , nay almoſt every one of them all will alledge 
the Spirit, cite Scripture, produce Councils, and quote Fathers 
eo verifhe the ſame. How then ſhall you know, which is the 
true Church? by her foreſaid marks,fignes,and properties thus, 

2. Firſt, that is the true Church, and no other, which is one, 
Holy, Catholique, A poſtolique, Viſible, Infallible, Inerrable, 
in which is power of miracles, out of which none can be layed. 
Bur the Roman Pontificial, that is co ſay, the Faichful people, 
diſperſed all the world oyer, in communion with the High 
Prieſt, Biſhop, or Pope of Rome, is ſuch, and no other. There- 
fore the Roman Pontificial alone is the true Church. The Ma- 
for is proved aboye, Numb. 1.2, 3. &c. The Afinor is clear, 
For firſt, ſhe is perfe&ly united in all matters of faich, and g0- 
verned by one inviſible Head, Chriſt, and his one viſible Vi- 
car 0n earth, the Pope, the true Succeſſour of St. Peter. To 
whom alone Chriſt gaveall his Flock, (none excepted) to be 
fed and ſtrengrhened, ſaying, Feed my ſheep , John 21. 16. 18. 
and confirm thy Brethren, (even the Apoſtles) Luc. 22. 32. 
Theretore the one Flock of the one Paſtour Chriſt. 

3. All her Members are Baptized , and ſanRified in Chriſt 
their Head : all her Inſticutes, Ceremonics, Sacraments, and 
Do&rines are Holy , and ordained co Holineſs. Witneſs all 
the Miracles daily wrought in confirmation of them. There- 
fore ſhe is Holy. 

4. She is univerſal for time, place , and believers. Witneſs 
all ages, witneſs all Countreyes , witneſs all crue Chriſtians. 
Theretore Cacholique. 

5- She had her beginning in Chriſt and his Apoſtles. She 
was propagated through the world by th2 Apoſtles, ſhe follow- 
eth and teacherh the Dodrine of the Apoſtles; and ſhe keep- 
eth the continual , and uninterrupted ſucceſſion of Biſhops, 
Paſtours, and Believers, even from Chriſt and his Apoltles. 
Therefore ſhe is Apoſtolique. 

6. She is known tothe world in her Biſhops, and Paſtours, 
and Bclievers, in ber General Councils, Holy Fathers, and Ec- 
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eleſiaſtical writers, in her Martyrs, Confeſlours, Virgins, &c. 


Thcrefore viſible. 

7. She hath alwayes remained, ſince Chriſts time to this day, 
without interruption,and ſhall to the end of che world. There- 
fore infallible, that is, ſhe cannot fail or ceaſe. 

8. All the Schiſmariques, Searies , and Heretiques in the 
world could never yet ſhew when, or wherein ſhe erred ; nor 
ever ſhall. We defie them. Therefore Inerrable , that is, ſhe 
cannot erre, 

9. She is powerful in Miracles, witneſs Noſtre Dame de Lo- 
retto, Noſtre Dame de Montague, Noſtre Dame de Hall, &c, 
witneſs the whole world , eſpecially all the great Saints that 
were in every age, yea, and that are even now living powerful 
in word and working the aforementioned hgnes every day. 

10. Out of the true Church no man can be ſaved , as above 
proved, But the Roman Pontificial alone is the erue Church, as 
above alſo proved. Therefore out of her no man can be ſayed. 

An addition to number 2 above. 
To Peter, I ſay, alone Chriſt ſaid : bleſſed art thou Simon Bar 
ona, that is, Simon ſon of Jona, behold his former name, for 
fleſh and bloed bath not revealed, this, unto thee,but my Father, who 
is in heaven. And 1 ſay unto thee:Thou art Peter,that is a Rockzloe 
his Chriſtian name,and «pon thee,this Rock, 7 will buzldmyChurch. 
So the Greek and Latin have it. Now that Peter here ſignifies 
4 Rock, and that Rock upon which Chriſt promiſed co build 
his Church, is clear firſt by the very Greek ns'7g& which is one 
ard the ſame with 7:'7ge in Latin Petrus & Petra a Rock. Se- 
condly by the Syriack and Arabick which have it plainly thus : 
Tea and I ſay unto thee, thou art a Rock,, and upon this Rock I will 
build my Cburch. Thirdly, by the Perſick verſhion which hath ic 
after this manner : and I ſay unto thee : Thou art Petra Religionis 
mee, the Rock of my Religion (1. e. lapis) that is a ſtone, and the 
foundaticn of my Church ſhall be built upon thee. Fourthly and 
laſtly by the Achiopick verſion, which ſaith : And I mdeed ſay 
wnto thee, that thou art a Rock, and upon this Rock, I will build my 
houſe of Chriſtians. So that no man can deny , but Peter was 
the ſecondary Rock and ſtone upon which Chriſt the R_ 
oc 
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Rock and corner-ſtone built his Chareh , by giving him ſu- 
pream power and authority under himſelf. To Perer then alone 
Chriſtiaid, Upon thee I will build my Church and the gates of 
Hell -all not prevail againſt her , and I will give thee the Keyes of 
the Kingdom of heaven, and whatſoever you binde on eartb, it ſhall 
be bound in heaven: and whatſoever you looſe on earth,it ſhall be looſed 
in heaven, Matth. 16. 16. what more could be ſaid to a mortal 
man? yet he adds, Simon, Simon, Behold Satan deſired ye, (my 
Apoſtles and Diſciples) that he may fift ye as wheat. But I pray- 
ed ſor thee that thy faith fail not. And thou ſometimes converted, 
confirm thy brethren, Luc. 22. 32. feed my lambs, feed my ſheep, 
John 21. 16, 18. thoſe and ſuch like words our Saviour ſpake 
to Peter,and in him to his ſeeds ſeed,that is,to bis ſucceſſors for ever, 
wicneſs that famous Oracle of the Evangelical Propher,Ifa.5 9. 
21.T his my coyenant with them (my people or Church) ſaith the 
Lord: my ſpirit that is in thee, and my words which T have put in thy 
mouth ; ſhall not depart from thy mouth, and from the mouth of thy 
ſeed, and from the mouth of thy ſeed's ſeed, ſauth the Lord, from This 
now,and for ever.And yer ſome pitriful imprudent raſh diſobedi- 
ent eurbulene and faRious perſons will preſume to controul the 
Pope (the Succeſlour of Peter) even in matrers of faith;and the 
unlearned, and unſtable, and diſcontented in mind will not be a- 
ſham'd to further and ſecond them! quis audivit tallasJer. 18.13, 


em. A— 


The third Chapter. 


That neither all Sets, nor any one one of them is the true 
Church, 


1. CLaaries are not united, nor under one viſible Head : 
Therefore not the Flock of the one Paſtour, Chriſt. 

2. They differ in matters of Faith , yea in Fundamentals : * 

as for example, ſome of them affirm, rhat Children are co be 

Baptized: others deny it. Some ſay, that Chriſt is really pre- 

ſent in the Bleſſed Sacrament : others the contrary. Some aver, 


that Lurhers Tranſlation of the Bible isrrue : others ſay rw 
c 
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but Calyins: others neither, but Beza's. So that they are, as 
the 01d proverb ſaich, How many men, ſo many mindes, There- 
tore nor one. 

3- They teach profane, faiſe, and ungodly DoQrine : as for 
example. That God isthe Authour of Sin. That Chriſt de- 
Ipaired on the Croſs. They obſerve but two Sacraments , yz, 
Baptiſme and the Lords Supper. This ſome of chem ſay is bur 
ratural Bread and Wine; others, that a needleſs Ceremony. 
Whence many of them are not Baptized at all. T hereforc 
they are not Holy. 

4. They are not univerſal for time, place, or Bekevers. For 
they began of late, they are but in few places in reſpeG of the 
univerſal world, and they are but an handful in reſpe& of the 
whole multicude of Believers, diſperſed all che world oyer. 
Theretore not Catholique. 

5- They are not Apoſtolique. For they cannot ſhew their 
continual tacceſſion from the Apoſtles (unleſs perhaps from 
Luther or Calvin, or Waldo, or Wickleff, or other ſuch publick- 
ly condemned Heretiques, whom they call Apoſtles) neither do 
they teach the doctrine of the Apoſtles, bur the clean contra- 
ry. Forthe Apoſtles commands us to ſtand faſt , and bold thety 
Traditions, as well as their written word, 2 Thef. 2.15. But our 
Adverſaries teach, we mult not hold Traditions, but the writ- 
ten word alone, thcir Bible forſooth ; a Book fo full of cor- 
ruptions, as a ſieve is full of holes: as hereafter. 

6, They affirm, that their Church has been a long time Inyi- 
ſible, and ſay, that their predeſtinates are even now inviſible. 
But I ask them, why not their reprobates as well ? is the pre- 
deſtination of the predeſtinate more inviſible, chen the repro- 
bation of the reprobates? Surely, if all the Proteſtant pre- 
deſtinates be inviſible, no living Proteſtant is predeſtinate : for 
none of them is inviſible. 

7. They confeſs that their Church is fallible , and ſo do we. 

8, Theygrant that cheir Church is errable ; and fo it is in- 
deed: andcherefore not che erue Church of Chriſt. 

9. In their Church no miracles were ever yet wrought , nor 
cycr ſhall be, For its againſt the verity and juſtice of God, to 

con- 
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confirm a falſe Religion by miracles, Matth. 22. 40. An evil and 
adulterous generation ſecketh a ſigne, and a ſigne ſhall not be gi- 
yen to it, but the ſigne of Jonas the Prophet, to wit, a Whale : 
which ſo given , commonly portends ſome great tempeſt, or 
other. T his needs no application, 

6. Out of their Church is ſalvation,for eyen themſelyes con- 
feſs with us, (as of neceſſity they muſt) that we Roman-Catho- 
liques are ſaved out of them : bur we proteſt wich Chriſt, that 
out of us (the true Church) is no falyation for them , or for 
others. For be that heareth not the Church, let him be unto thee as 
an Heathen and Publican,Matth. 18. 18. Therefore, according 
to their own confeiſion, ours is the ſurer and the ſafer. The 
Minor, I ſay, is clear, and further declared by moſt Catholique 
Controyertiſts; to which Hereriques could neyer yet anſwer : 
nor ever ſhall ; we defie them. The conſequence then is un- 


denyable. . 


-— — —_ —— — 


The fourth Chapter, 
That the RowanPontificial alone is the true Church further declared- 


Gain, if the true Church be Infallible and Inerrable, that 
which was once this Church , is now, and muſt be (till 

the ſame (ſucceſſively, as ſhall appear by the enſuing argument.) 
Bur the true Church is Infallible and Inerrable, as above we 
proved by the Scriptures. Therefore that which was once this 
Church, is now , and muſt be {till the ſame. But the Roman 
Pontificial was once this Church, Row. 1. 8. All the world 
knows it, and our Adverſaries confeſs it ; for they ſay, ſhe was 
the firſt Three hundred years, the true Church and Spouſe of 
Chriſt: but from chenceforth (ſay they) ſhe fell, and failed, 
and erred ; ſothat of the Spouſe of Chriſt, they fay ſhe be- 
came an Harlot, and the Whore of Babylon. Bur this chey ne- 
ver yet proved, nor ever ſhall : we defie them totell us, if the 
Roman Pontificial Church did fall , what Church did ſhe fall 
from ? if ſhe did fail, when? if ſhediderre, wherein ? what 
Ge- 
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Gereral Council did condemn her? what Holy Fathers or Fc- 
cleſtaſtical Writers, did ever write againſt her ? theſe are pro- 
blemes and hard queſtions which they never yet anſwered, nor 
ever hall, we deherhem, Inthe mean while, melior eft conditro 
poſſrdentis, that 1s to ſay, Poſleſſion is eleven points in Law, 
Therctore the Roman Pontificial is now, and muſt be ſtill, che 
ſame true Charcl, , 

Farther, if the true Church of Chriſt be Infallible and In- 
crrabl:, ſhe muſt have alwayes remained without interruption 
and errour, ſince Chriſt to this day. But ſhe is Infallible, tor 
Chriſt ber Head and Spotiſe , and the Spirit of Truth abideth wth 
her for ever , Matth, 28. 2c. John 14. 16. and Inerrable : for 
the is the pillar and ground of Truth, 1 Tim. 3.15. and the Gates 
of Hell ſhall not prevail againſt her , Matth, 16. 18 Therefore 
ſhe muſt have alwayes remained, ſince Chriſts time to this 
day, without interruption, and crrour.But no other Church on 
carth alwayes remaincd from Chriſts time to this day , without 
mterruption,and crrour, beſides the Roman Pontihcial. There- 
tore the Roman Pontihcial alone is the crue Church of 
Chriſt. 

3. If anycan ſay , there remained any other Church on 
carth, ſince Chriſts time to this day , without interruption and 
errour, let him tell what was ſhe , or what is ſhe ; where was 
ſhe, or where is ſhe ; what is her name , what Biſhops, Pa- 
ſtours, and Belteyers had ſhe ; or yer hath ſhe , what Empe- 
roars or Kings did adhere to her , or now do; what General 
Conncils did the hold; what Heretiques did ſhe condemn ; 
what Academics did ſh: cre&t, or conhrm ; what Churches or 
Monaſterics did ſhe build : ro theſe and ſuch like Interrogato- 
rics all the Schiſmatiques, SeGaries , and Heretiques in the 
world, caanot anſwer, we dcite them. . 

4. Sure the Greek Church, or Churches, have not alwayes 
remained fince Chriſts time to this day, without mterruptton, 
and crrour : witneſs the world. For ſhe Herertically denyed the 
Proceiton of the Holy Ghoſt from the Father and the Sor. 
&c. The Lutheran and Calyinian Church (which they ca! 
Re!ormed) is new ; for it begiin-with the Reformation (from 

; WHLCNC ©: 
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whence it hath its name) which was done by Lauther and Cal- 
vin, as their followers gloriouſly aver. The Anabaptiſts, the 
Browniſts, the Socinianiſts, the Familifts, the Quakers, the 
Seekers, the Shakers, &c. are allo new. But the Roman Por- 
tilicial alone is old , and alwayes remained withour interrupti- 
on and errour, ſince Chritts time to this day , ang will to the 

conſummation ot the world. | 
5. This then is the one, erue, good way ; walk ye therein, 
and decline ngt to the right hand nor to che left our of it , 1/a, 
30. 21. but walk directly in ic , and you ſhall finde eyerlaſting 
re{t and refreſhment to your ſouls, Fer. 6. 16. But if, as the un- 
wiſe people abovementioned , you will ſay, we will not walk. 
therem, even with them ſhall you alſo cake what followeth, 

Fer. 6.18, I 9, 20, 


The hitch Chapter. 


That the Roman Pontifictal is the True Church , further yet proved 
by the Chriſttan Dodrine, 


'# Nother clear and caſie way to finde out the true 

Church, is to try all Churches by the erue Catechiſm, 
or Chriſtian Doctrine, and ſee which of all fay it truly, believe 
it rightly, and obſerve it duly. For that which doth this is che 
True ; and any that doth not this, cannot be truly called che 
True Church. 

2. Thecrue Catechiſline then is reduced into four Heads, 
Firſt the Lords Prayer. Secondly, the Apoſtles Creed. Third- 
ly, the Ten Commandments. Fourrthly , the ſeven Sacraments. 
Theſeare the four Hcads , which briefly comprehend and con- 
tain all Chriſtian Do&rines, whether written or not written , 
and the four Fountains, from whence they abundantly flow : 
So that all and every other holy Tradition, or Scripture, is, as 
it were, an expolition, declaration, explanation, interpretation 
of thoſe, or ſome of hole. t 
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Of the Lords Prayer. 

I. Onr Father which art in Heaven. This all the Schiſma- 
tiques, Setarics, and Heretiques in the world cannot truly ſay. 
Firit becauſe this Prayer was not given by Chriſt to Schiſma- 
riques, SeCtaries, and Heretiques, bur to the true believers, Se- 
condly, becauſe that as God is the God of Abraham , the God of 
Iſaac, and the God of Facob, the God of the living, that is to ſay, 
of the true Believers, and not of the Dead , that is, of Sea. 
ries, Schiſmatiques , and Herertiques, ark 12. 27. So he is 
alſo the Father of the true Believers , and not of Schiſma- 
riques, SeQaries, and Heretiques , who are Dead in Excom- 
munication and Sin, Oſe 13. 1, 2,&c. Thirdly all that continually 
do the works of the Devil, are the children of the Devil, John 8.44. 
1 John 3. But Schiſmatiques, Se&aries, and Heretiques con- 
tinually do-the works of the Devil : Therefore they are the 
children of the Devil; and conſequently they cannot truly 
call God their Father. Fourthly, St. Auguſtine truly aſfirmeth, 
that none ſhall have God his Father , that hath not the Church his 
mother : Bur Schiſmariques, SeQaries, and Heretiques have not 
the Church their Mother : Therefore nor God their Father. 

2. Sandified be thy name, This they cannot truly fay, becauſe 
they diſhonour and blaſpheme Gods holy name , by their 
Schiſmes, Se&s, and Hereſies ? they deſtroy his SanQihcari- 
on, demoliſh his SanQuarics , and perſecute his Saints, raking 
away their Lands, Livings, and Lives. So that they ſanCtihe 
not his holy name, but rather are enemies to the fame : for all 
that are enemies to the Church, are enemies to Chriſt. Saul, 
Saul, why perſecuteſt thou me. As g. 4. Burt Schiſmatiques, Se- 
&aries, and Hereriques, are enemies to the Church : therefore 
to Chriſt, and conſequently to Gods holy name. 

3. Thy Kingdom come. This they do not deſire. For che 
kingdom of God is the true Catholique faith, Matth. 21. 42. 
The kingdom of God ſhall be taken away from you, &c. as it was 
from England in Harry the 8. his time, and fince. 

4. Thy will be done. This they ſay not truly. For the will of 
the Father is to hear Chriſt:but che will of Chriſt is,co hear che 
Church. But Schiſmaticks, Settaries,and Hereticks hear nor the 
Church. Therefore. 5- Give 
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5. Give us this day our daily bread. This they neither truly 
ſay, nor rightly believe. For firſt chey leave our Swuperſubſtanti- 
41 eyen in their Bibles, Matth. 6. 11. Secondly they ſay, that 
this Superſubſtantial Bread (the moſt holy Sacrament) is buc 
natural bread , though their own Bible , Matth. 26. 26. and 
their Book of Common Prayers, in the Communion, tells them 
the contrary. 

6. Forgive us our ſins. This they ſay not truly : for it requires 
three things, to wit, Contrition , Confefion , and Satisfattion : 
to which three, they are altogether ſtrangers. | 

7. And lead us not into temptation, This they ſay, not truly. 
for they affirm, that all their life, even their beſt Attions , are 
Temptations, and Sinnes; contrary to the word of God : 
be diligent that by good works you make your vocation and eledtion 
ſure, for doing thoſe (g00d works) you ſhall not ſin, 2 Pet. 1.10. 
This is the true tranſlation of this place , which Heretiques 
of double malice tranſlate thus: Give diligence to make your 
calling and elettion ſure : for if ye do theſe things ye ſhall never 

all. 
, 8. But deliver us from evil: eAmen. This they ſay not tru- 
ly : for they defire not to be delivered from the evil Schiſme, 
Sed, and Herefie they live in. So that the world may ſee, they 
ſay not truly The Lords Prayer : yet to make the ignorant people 
believe char they fay irc , and abundantly fay it, they adde to it,. 
For thine is the Kingdom, and Power, and Glory, for eyer, 


Of the Apoſtolical Creed, 


1. I believe in God the Father Almighty. T his all the Schi(l- 
mariques, Sectaries, and Heretiques in che world cannot truly 
ſay. For Faith, or true Belief , comes by hearing , Rom. 10, 
whence all chat hear not Chriſt , believe not truly in God the 
Facher. No man cometh to the Fatber but through Chriſt, John 
14. 6. Chriſt is the end of the Law to juſtice, to every Believer, 
Rom. 10.4. john 14.6. Mat. 17. 5. But he that hearech not the 
Church, hearech not Chriſt , as- above proved. Therefore he 
that heareth not the Church, believeth not cruly in God the 
Father, bur all Schiſmariques, — and Herctiques hear 
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not the Church. Therefore they believe not truly -in God the 
Facher Almighty, &'c. . 

Again, Faith comes by hearing : but hew ſhall they ber with- 

ent a preacher ? or how (hall they preach, unleſs they be ſent, Rom. 
10. But Sefarian Miniſters were nor ſent , as hereafter ſhall 
be proved ; theretore they cannot . preach : and conſe- 
quently their Audicors cannot hear ; and therefore they arc 
not believers.No Miſſion, no Preacher, no Preacher, no Hear- 
ing ; no Hearing, no Faith, or Beliet. 
2, And im Feſus Chriſt his onely Sen, &'c. This they fay not 
tray : For he that hearcth not Chriſt , delieverh not in him. 
How [Fall they believe in h:m whom (ſo the original Latine hath 
i) they have not heard * Rom, 10. 14. But he that hearerh nor 
the Church, heareth not Chrift. Therefore he that heareth nor 
the Charch, believeth not truly in Chriſt. But Schiſmatiques, 
SeRarics, and Heretiques, hear not the Church. Theretore 
they believe not truly in Chriſt. Whence the Holy Fathers 
11nanimouſly afirm , that Se&aries and Heretiques are not 
Chriſtians. See St. Cyprian tb, 4, epiſt. 2. Sec St. Athanaſins, 
Serm. 2. contr. Artanos. See St. Arguſtine, lib, de gratia Chriſti, 
cap. 2c, See Hierom, cont. Luciferian , &c, Read Bellarmin de 
Romano Pontifice, lb, 2. cap. 3c. 

3. He deſcended into Hell. This they believe not : for they 
ſav, That Chriſt ſuffered the pains of Hell upon the Croſs ,, and 
that this was his deſcenſion into Hell. See Calvin here. And to 
confirm this their ſiniſter and impious ſenſe of this holy Tra- 
dition , they facrilegiouſly falſiftie and corrupt even the holy 
Writ. For inſtead of Thou ſhalt not leave my ſoul im Hell, Pfal. 
15. Bez.atranflates, Thou ſhalt not leave my carkaſs in the grave. 
O miſery, O madneſs of Heretiques ! Neither are they miſe- 
rably mad onely, but alſo diabolically malicious: for its of meer 
purpoſe they ſay, and do thoſe , leſt that by thole clear places 
of Tradition and Scripture , they ſhould be convinced and 
conſtrained to confeſs, that there is a Purgatory, or another 
Hell befide that of the damned , which ehey onely believe. 

4. 1 believe m the Nloly Ghoſt : the Holy C atholique Church, 
This is the ſumme of Faith, and che whole profetlion in brief 

of 
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of a true Chriſtian Believer. For he rhat believeth truly in the 
Holy Ghoſt, believerh in the Father and the Son : and hethar 
eruly believeth the Holy Catholick Church, believeth alſo a!l 
that ſhe propoferh to be believed,whether written or not writ- 
ten, 
5. This Schiſmaticks, Searies, and Heretiques cannot truly 
fay. For whoſoever believeth not truly in the Father and jn the 
Son, belicyeth not in the Holy Ghoſt. Bue Schiſmariques, Se- 
Qaries, and Heretiques , believe not eruly in the Father and 
the Son : as above proved. Therefore nor in the Ho'y Ghoſt. 

Neither do they truly belieye the Holy Catholique Church, 
Firſt becauſe they hear her not. How ſhall they believe in him, 
whom they have not heard * Rom. 10. Secondly , becauſe they 
affirm, that ſhe may erre ; which is contrary to her holineſs, 
contrary to the promiſe of Chriſt, and contrary to the verity 
and fidelity of her perpetual Dire@our and Keeper, the Holy 
Gholt. Finally , the Holy Catholique Church is the Roman 
Pontificial , as above we proved, But they belieye not this. 
Therefore, &c. 

6. Note here how its fatd, I believe in the Holy Ghoſt, the 
Holy Catholique Church, not the Holy Proteſtant, nor Holy 
Presbyterian, nor Holy Anabapriſt, &c. bur che Holy Catho- 
lique , which even our Advyerſaries call our Church, viz. the 
Roman Pontihcial. 

7. Note again,how all the Creeds,all the Councils,all the Fa- 
thers, and all Ages in of:Q afhrm, they are Heretiques or Un- 
believers, that believe not in the Holy Ghoſt the Holy Catho- 
jique Church, But Proteſtants believe not in the Holy Ghoſt 
the Holy Catholique Church , as now we proved. Therefore 
Proteſtants, (chat is to ſay all Sorts of Series) are Here- 
t:ques or Unbeljevers, 

8. The Communion of Saints. This thcy belieye not : For 
they ſay, that the moſt bleſſed Sacrament, (which is the Com- 
munion of Saints) as is alſo Baprifſme, Contirmation, Penance, 
Extream Un&ion, Holy Order, Matrimony, the Spirit of Uni- 
ty, the Grace of God, &c.) is but natural Bread and Wing. 


Neither do they believe, that there is any communion,or com- 
muni- 
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munication, between the Saints on earth , and the Saints in 
Heayzn, and the Holy Souls in Purgatory ; though their own 
Bible tells them, that the Angels in Heaven rejoyce at the conver- 
ſton of ſinners on earth, Luc. 15. 10. and that the Saints in Hea- 
yen are asthe Angels of God, Mat. 22. 30. 

9. The forgiveneſs of Sins. This they believe not. For the 
ſay, that Prieſts cannot forgive Sins , contrary tothe —_ 
words even of their own Bible. Take ye the Holy Ghoſt. whoſe 
ſins ye ſhall forgive, they are Pe » John 20. 23. Whatſoever 
Je binde on earth, it ſhall be bound in heaven : and whatſoever ye 
looſe on earth, it ſhall be looſed in heaven, Matth. 18. 18. More- 
over, their Book of Common Prayer, in the Viſitation of the 
Sick, tells them, they muſt confeſs their Sins to the Miniſter, and 
he muſt abſolve them after this ſort ; 1 abſolve thee from all thy 

ins, &c. 
} 10. The Reſurreition of the fleſh,and life everlaſting. This they 
believe, and ſo do the Devils. 
Of the Ten Commandments. 

x. Schiſmatiques, SeQaries, and Heretiques affirm , that its 
impoſſible to obſerve, or keep the Ten Commandments, and 
therefore they ſay,that no body is bound to keep them. Whence 
Calvin upon this place, if thou wilt enter into life, keep the Com- 
mandments, ſaith, that Chriſt here ſpeaks Ironically, as if he 
had ſaid, if thou art willing to enter into life , keep not the 
Commandments. And becauſe the Holy Catholique Church 
ſaith its poſſible to keep them, they caſt aſperſions on her, and 
affirm, that ſhe her ſelf breaketh the firſt (with them the ſe- 
cond) Commandment, by adoring Idols, (fo they call ſacred 
Images of Chriſt and his Saints) and to confirm their Sacrile- 
om impicty, inſtead of Thow\ ſhalt not make to thee an Idol, 

'x0d. 20. 4. They tranſlate in their Bibles, Thou ſhalt not make 
70 thy ſelf any graven Image, as if 61«wy and 6Swawr,or Image and 
Idol were all one. 

2. Moreover though they ſay thus of us, for worſhiping of 
Imapes, yer they can diſpenſe with themſelyes , in worſhiping 
cheir Sacrament , which they ſay is but a repreſentation or 
Iſhage of Chriſt. Item in bending and bowing to the Altar, or 
Communion Table, &«. of 
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Of the Seven Sacraments, 

7. Schiſmariques. Searies , and Heretiques of the Seven 
Sacraments, keep but two ; to wit , Baptiſme and the Lords 
Supper: This (as I faid above) they affirm is bur natural 
Breadand Wine; that, ſome of them ſay, is a needleſs Cere- 
mony. So that the world may ſee , that Schiſmariques, 
SeRaries, and Heretiques ſay nor truly the true Chriſtian Do- 
arine, nor believe it righely, nor obſerve it duly. 

2. Thar then is che crue Church, and no other , which eru- 
ly ſaith, righely believerh , and d:1ly kezpech the true Chriſtian 
Dodrine, But the Roman Pontiticial Church , and no other, 
eruly ſaich, rightly belieyeth, and duly keepeth che true 
Chriſtian Do&rine ; witneſs her Tencts, witneſs her praQiſe, 
witneſs all Ages, witneſs all Sexes, witneſs God , witneſs the 
World, witneſs even our Adverſaries : Therefore the Ro- 
man Pontificial is the True Church, and no other. 


—— 


The ſixth Chapter. 


T hat the Church is Fudge of all Controverſies in matters of Faith : 
not every man, nor humane reaſon, nor the private Spirit , nor 


Jet the Bible. 


Pa every man cannot be judge of all Controverſies of 
Faith: for every man i 4 lyar, Pſalm 115.3. Moreoyer, 
if every man were Judge , even Schiſmariques, SeQaries, and 
Heretiques, yea fools, and falſe Prophets , ſhould be judges ; 
which co affirm were great abſurdity. 

2. Secondly,humane reaſon cannot judge of Controverſics in 
matters of Faith : for Faith is over and above humane reaſon ; 
witneſs St, Paul, Heb. 11. 1. Faith i the ſubſtance of things ho- 
ped for , the argument of things not appearing, (to humane rea- 
ſon) it isa gitt and light of God , not of Fleſh and Blood, 
Matth. 16.17, And alchough humane reaſon tells us , we may 
believe matters of Faith, yet our a&s thereof are not ultimately 


reſolyed into humane reaſon , but into the Authority of God 
D re- 
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revealing, and the Church propoſing them to be believed, 
Whence we fay ; I belteve in the Holy Ghoſt , the Holy C atho- 
lick Church. Moreoyer, humane reaſon , or the wiſdom of this 
world, is but ſooliſtneſs before God , 1 Cor. 3.19. Therefore ca- 
ptivating humane reaſon, and aÞynderſianding in the Service of 
Chriſt, 2 Cor. 10.5. Let not yo faith be mm the wiſdom of men, 
but in the vertue of God, 1 Cor. 2. 5. 

3- Third!y,the private Spirit is not Judge of Controverſies in 
matters of Faith. For there are ſo many private ſpirits, as are 
particular men. Why then ſhould one mans priyate ſpirit be 
this judge, more then another mans ; or why ſhonld any mans, 
more then every mans ? or if all be judges, who ſhall udge be- 
eween them ? if chiey ſay the Bible, I ask them, what if 'the 
Controyerkie be of the Bible it ſelf ; as for example, whether 
the Book of Judith be Canonical Scripture 2 or whether chis 
Bible be the true Bible, or not ? who then ſhall be judge > The 
Bible cannot be judge in its own cauſe ; for the queſtion is of 
its own verity. Neither can the private ſpirit be judge : for 
one ſpiric ſaich it is, another ſaith it is not. Again , the 
Spirit in(pireth when he will, and you hear his voice , but you know 
not, whence (from God or the Devil) he doth come , or whether 
(co Heaven or to Hell) he doth go. So is every man that is born 
of the Spirit, John 3. 8. And the reaſon why is clear. For the 
ſpirit of darkneſs tranſſigures himſelf into the ſpirit ef light, 
2 Cor. 11. 4. whence Chriſt ſaith, Luc. 9.15. Toru know not 
what ſpirit you are of. And Solomon , Ecclel. g. 2. Man knoweth 
rot, whether be 1s worthy of loye or hatred. Therefore, Beloved, 
believe nor every ſpirit, but try the ſpirits, whether they be of God, 
1 John 4. rt. Try chem, I fay, (as your own neweſt Bible bids 
you, upon this place in the Argument, by the rules of rhe Carho- 
kque Faith. By which all and every ſpirit that contraditts the 
Church, ſtands guilcy, and confequently anathemiz'd and con- 
demned. See Gal. 1. 9g. fee 1 John 4. 6. fee Exrh.13. 3, &c. 

4. Fourrhly, the Bible cannot he judge of all controverſies in 
matters of Faich. For it cannot tell us, wherher this Bibte, or 
Book, which we call the word of God, be whole and entire, 
according to the Canon, fairhtul and true according to the 


Ver- 
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Verſion, real and right according to the ſenſe we take ir in : 
which is one of the greateſt controverſies in matters of faith. 
Moreover, the Bible is the written Law : but the written Law 
cannot be a Judge ; therefore the Bible cannot be a judge ; 
and conſequently there muſt be another Judge , that according 
cothis wricten Law, and cuſtom too, may judge. 

5- Who then is this judge? Thar is the judge of all controver- 
ſies in matters of Faith , which God conſtituted and ordained 
judge of all controverſics in matters of Faith : But God con- 
ſtitured and ordained the Church judge of all Controvyerhies 
in matters of Faith: Therefore the Church is Judge of all Con- 
troverſies in matters of Faith, 

6. The Major none but an Atheiſt will deny : The Amor is 
proved by holy Scriptures. Tell the Church. Hear the Church. 
Martrh. 18.17. Ask& the Priefts the Law , Agpei. 2.12. By theiy 
word ſhall every Controverſie be tryed , Dent. 21.5. Whatſoever 
they bid you, that obſerve and do, Matth. 23. 3. Obey your Superi- 
ours. He that will not hear the Prieſt, that man ſhall dye, Deut. 17. 
12, The conſequence is undenyable. Hence it is, that the 
SeRaries themſelves confeſs in their neweſt Bibles, That th e 
Church hath power torule, even the conſciences of men , and to do 
juſtice anil judgement, according to the written word. See the Ar- 

nt of the 149. Pſalm, 
7. The Church then is the judge of all controverſies in mat- 
ters of Faith, and the rule, or law, according to-which ſhe 
jadgeth, is the word of God written and nor written, that is 
to ſay,holy Writ,and holy Tradition : which are both of equal 
Authority. Witneſs St. Paul , 2 Thef. 2. 15. Therefore , Bre- 
thro, ſtand faſt,and hold the Traditions which ye have been taught, 
whether by word or by Epiſtle, And even as a Prince , his Conſi- 
ſtory, or fecular Magittrate, or under Officer, doth the office 
of a Judge in decididing civil Controverſies ; ſo doth the 
Prince of the Church, General Conncil , or Eccleſiaſtical Sy- 
nod, or other ſubordinate Prelaces and Paſtours in deciding 
Controverkies in matters of Faith, 


D 2 The 
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The leyenth Chapter, 
Objettions ſolved, 


1. M Echinks yet I hear a Quaker whiſpering, the light that 
is in thee is the judge of all Controverſies, and che 
Law and Rule according to which thou muſt walk. 

2. I anſwer, the light that is in thee, if it be trac light, tells 
thee, thou muſt hear Chriſt. This is my beloved Son, him hear ye, 
Marth. 17. 5, Burt Chriſt cells thee, thou muſt hear the Church. 
Tell the Church , hear the Church. Matth. 18. 17. Therefore 
the light chat is in thee, if it be not falſe light , or darkneſs, 
tells chee, thou mult hear the Church :- and fo doth your con- 
ſcience, or heart, and minde ; yea eyery man, it he be judicious, 
humane reaſon, if it be right, the Spirit, if it be from God, and 
the Bible if it be crue. 

3. If you objeR, that of 1 Cor. 2. 15. The ſpiritual judgeth all 
things, and the ſpiritual 15 judged of no man, I anſwer firſt , I 
grant that the godly ſpiritual judgerh all chings, by,and thar-ac- 
cording to the rule ot the Catholick Faith, not by humane rea- 
ſon, or the private ſpirit.But I deny that you, or any other He- 
retick or Se&ary inthe world 's godly ſpirjtua!.For as St. Augu- 
ſtu ſaith, They bave not the Holy Ghoſt who. ave out of the. Church, 
Fp. ad Bonifac, conſul.ſub. fin, Seconely,if the ſpiritual judgeth 
all things, certainly then the Church, wich which che Spiric of 
Truth abiderh for ever, muſt judge all chings ; for no man 4s 
more ſpiritual,. then ſhe ; and whoſoever is godly ſpiritual is of 
her, and in her, as a part of the whole, not out of her, in. any. 
Se&or Hereſie, Thirdly, it the ſpiritual is judged of no man, 
the Controverſie is. ended. No man can judge the Church, 
What canſt chou fay here for thy ſelf ? 

4. Again; if you ſay ; Know ye-not your ſelves, how that]eſus 
Chriſt is in y0u, except you be reprobates? 2 Cor. 13. 5- 1 an- 
ſwer, the true ſenſe and meaning. of this place is this : ye know 
that Jeſus Chriſt is in you his Church , with which he .pro- 
miſed to be all the dayes , even to the conſummation of = 

world. 
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world. Fxcept ye be reprobates, that is , unleſs ye be Schiſma- 
tiques, Scfaries, or Heretiques, which are not of his Church, 
nor truly believe in him. Whence the Apoſtle premits, examine 
your ſelves, whether ye be in the Faith : which ſurely is one, Holy, 
Catholique, Apoſtolique, as above proved. T his your ſpirit, if ic 
be of God, will witneſs; and the light that is in you, if it be 
not darkneſs, all this will own. 

5- Theretore if your Spirit,and che light that is in you, will 
contrad:&@ this, believe them not. Beloved, believe not every ſpt- 
rit, but try the [pirits , whether they are of God : becauſe, that 
many Halle Prophets are gone out into the world. Every ſpirit, that 
invites you to obſerye and do all, whatſoever Chriſt and his 
Apoſtles command you, is of God. Burt every ſpirit, that con- 
tradi&s Chriſt and his Apoſttes, is of the Devil, though he 
produceth never ſo many Scriptures, as he did, diſputing with 
Chriſt himſelf, Marth. 4. 6. For example, the Spirit of God 
ſaich, hear the Church ; bur the ſpiric of the Devil contradidts, 
and ſaith, Hear not the Church, but Chriſt alone. For of Chriſt, 
ſaich he, irs.written, T his is my beloved Son, him hear ye, Matth. 
17. 5- not the Church. Behold how the- Devil pleads for 
Chriſt, of purpole co deceive Chriſtians , whom Chriſt com- 
mands to hear the Church, as himſelf. Tell the Church, Hear the 
Church, Matth. 18. 17. He that beareth you, heareth me ;, and he 
that de/piſeth you, deſpifeth, mg, Luce 10. 16. 

6. The Spiric.of God ſaich,that Carpenters, Smirchs, Maſons, 
and other ſuch Tradeſmen, muſt not intermeddk with Eccleſfi- 
aſtical Things, asto preach, or teach, &c.. Ecclus. 38. 37. For 
as the Apoſtle faich, he gave ſome Teachers, ſome Preachers , and 
every man is not 4 Teacher, every man is not 4 Preacher , 1 Cor. 
12, 29. But the evil ſpirit afftirmeth che quite contrary : which 
he endeavours to prove , firſt by perſwading them co believe 
they need no preacher. For its written, faich he , They ſhall be 
all. taught of God. John 6. 45. Secondly, that rey are all preach- 
ers and teachers. '7e may all propheſic, one by one, 1 Cor. 14. 31. 
This evil ſpirit ſwayes now very much in - England: but alas, 
he deceiveth. The firſt place is underſtood of che children of 


the.truc Church, Wirnels 1/aias the Prophet, 54. 13. All thy 
D 3. chil- 
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children ſhall be taught of the Lord: for all that are taught of 
che Church, are taught of Chriſt. He that heareth you , heareth 
me, Luc.10.16. But all thatare tanght of Chriſt, are caughe of 
che Lord : Therefore all char are caught of the Church, are 
caught of the Lord. T he ſecond place is underſtood of the real 
and true Prophers, of whoſe number , all che Devils in Hell 
cannor prove all Tradeſmen to be. 

7. The Apoſtle faith, women muſt not ſpeak in the Church, 
1 Cor..14. 34. The devil faith they may: for the Scripture 
averreth, faith he, Tour fons and your daughters ſhall propheſie, 
Joel 2. 28. This Devil deceiverh che women Quakers, Bur 
alas ! that Scripture was fulfilled in the Apoſtles, Afts 2. 17. 
And in the true Propherefles of theit time, as Anna, Luc. 2. 
28. and now is, tn ſach as have the crae Spiric of Propheſie : 
_— Quakers Wives atid Danghiters cannot prove themſelves | 
co have, 

8.The good Spirir faith,it isa Religious a@ to ſwear by God 
in a juſt cauſe; ;bor rhe evil fpiric contradicts: for it is written, 
ſajch he, Swear ndt at all. Behold. the Puricaniſme of this im- 
pure ſpiric, Btit alas ! he deludeth ; -for God exprefly com- 
mands, Jer. 4- 2. Thou ſhalt ſwear, the Lord liveth m Truth, and 
in Judgement, and in Juſtice. Therefore they ſhall be praiſed all 
that ſwear in bem, Pſalm 63.12. towit, in truth ,- and in judge« 
ment, and in juſtice. Whence, where the Scripture faith , ſwear 
not at all, but ip'truth and in jadgement, and in juſtice, is un- 
derſtood. Wirheſs Sr. Pal, who to-confirm this truth , ſcru- 
pled not to ſwear : Before God T lhe not, Gal. 1. 20. 

The Apoſtle faith , Salute one another , 1 Cor. 16. 20, &c, 
The Devil ſaith, ſalure nor one another. For Chriſt, ſaith he, 
ſending his Apoſtles, bid them, Salute no man by the way, Lue. 
10. 4. This Devil follows all Quakers. But alas ! Chriſts 
meaning there was , that no mano ſhould hinder chem by the 
way, or ſtop, or ſlgy them from going to preach the Goſpel ro 
all creatures. 

9g. Thoſe, and a thouſand ſuch like clear places of Scripture, 
the evil ſpirit in Schifmatiques, SeRaries, and Heretiques doth 
contradi ; objeRing obſcure places, of whoſe true fenſe and 

mean- 


—— 
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meaning none but the Spirit.of God , and the Church , with 
which he abides for ever, is infallible judge, Matrh. 1 3. 11. and 
not the unlearned and unſtable , that wreſts them to their pwn 
damnation ; which the evil ſpirit altogether aimeth ar. 

10. Yet theſe deluded ſouls chink.that this their deludingHpi- 
rit is of God: and why, foriooth ? becauſe it reprehends them of 
fin. But alas poor ſouls! know ye not, that Saran tranſ- 
figures himſelf to the likene!s of the angel of light ? Did not 
Judas his ſpirit rebuke him of Sin, and notwithſtanding in- 
duce him to deſperation, and to hang himſelf? Yea, indeed, 
and fo it is with you. The ſpirit rebukes you of your finnes, 
and notwithſtanding leads you into preſumption, contumacity, 
and Rebellion againſt the Church. But cert«inly be that know- 
eth God, heareth us (the Church) but be that is not of God heareth 
us not ; in this we know the Spirit of Truth , and the ſpirit of ex- 
ror, 1 John 4. 6. Woethen, and an hundred times woe to the 
fooliſh prophets that follow their own ſpirit and ſee nothing , Ezek, 
13-3. Thus far have we digreſled for the conyerſion of Qua- 
kers, and other ſach ſpiritual Seftaries. Now ler us return to 
our propoſed Theme, 


A— G 


That the Church is Receiver , Deliverer, and Interpreter of Holy 
Scriptures ;, not the Common People. 


M ny, witneſs St:Lithe 1.1. wrote of the a&; of Chriſt ; 
yer we hayenomore then four Evangelifts. Where are 
then che reſt ? where is the Þyangite of Phrt7p? of whom Sr. 
Paul ſpeaketh, Atts 21.8. Suppote, 'T pray , that ſome'body 
inay fide an ol4 Manufcripr, imicaled , The Eyangileor Goſpel 
f eſus Chr » accoriting to Philep , who world receive itfor 
uch, if the Church ſhoutd.ner approve ie? Bur if the-Church 
ſhould receive it, who wquld refit Otd matriferipys are 
now found, which were uttknow'to ns'before , and new may 
de-feignett, and ſaid to be old; there is "no end of thefe 

things, 
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things: neither can any body bridle them, - but che Church, 


which cannot erre , either in receiving or reproving 
them. We know not which is which, Canonical or Apocry- 
pha, butas ſhe tells us. Therefore, as we receive the Scriptures 
upon her word, ſo we mult belieye the ſenſe and meaning of 
chem co be ſuch as ſhe declarerh. To her it's given ro know the my- 
ſteries of the Kingdom of Heaven : but to the common people it 
not given, Mat. 13.11. 

2,Sure,we read that Aoſes deliyered che Lawto the Prieſts, 
the Sons of Levi, and commanded them to read it betore the 
people once in ſeyen years, Deur. 31. 9. This was obſerved, 
Foſue, 8. 33. Item. 2 Eſdre 8. 8. Eſdras the Prieſt, and the 
Scribes, and the Leyites did interpret to the people : But we can- 
not finde, that eyer the people were either commanded , or 1i- 
cenſed-to read, or interpret it. Nay its expreſly recorded of the 
people, that ſcemmg they ſee not, and hearing they —__—_— not, 
Ifa. 6. 9. Match. 13. 11. whence the Scripture plainly faith, 
Ask.the Prieſts (not the common people) the Law, Aggei. 2.12. 
for the Prieſis lips ſhall keep knowledge, and they ſhall require the 
Law from his mouth, Mal. 2. 7. not from themſelyes, nor from 
their Bibles, nor from their own interpretation thereof. More- 
oyer , the Scripture is difficult, and hard to be underſtood, 
2 Pet. 3.16. and no propheſie, or part thereof, is of private 
interpretation, 2 Pet. 1. 20, Batif not of. private , it muſt be 
of publick: Therefore of the Churches Interpretation, 

3. In concluſion, as no man knoweth the things of man, but the 
ſpirit of man that isin him: even ſo the things of God knoweth 
none, but the Spirit of God, 1 Cor. 2.11. None then can inter- 
pret the word of God, but he or ſhe that hath che Spirit of 
God : Bur its uncertain that this or that man in particular hath 
the Spirit of God: andcertain and ſure, that the Church hach 
the Spirit of verity, which teacheth her all Trath , John 14. 16. 
. Therefore the Church alone is the undoubted Interpreter of 
Holy Scriptare. Whence St, Auguſtine doubted not to ſay, I 
would uot believe | the Fcriptares, had not the Authority of the 
Church moved me thereunto. lib. cont. Manichzos. cap. 5. 

4+ And yer Searian Coblers and Tinkers,women and boyes, 


aad 
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and maid-ſervants will preſume to read and interpret the Bi- 
ble ; affirming , that although ic be obſcure and hard in one 
place, yer it is clear and plain in another place ; and that this 
obſcure place is to be interpreted by that clear place. Bur I ask 
them, howcan they tell this place is to be expounded by thar ? 
can they produce a third place, that tells chem this ? or if they 
think they can cice the third place, can they finde the fourr h 
which clearly telleth chem , char they underſtand the true ſenſe 
and mcaning of che ſecond and third place ? I ask them again, 
if one place of their Bible is co be expounded by another, why 
then cannot all SeRaries by this way end their controvyerhes ? 
why do they not underſtand it alike ? why are they not all of 
one judgement ? why do they not agree ? why do they differ, 
even in Fundamentals ? forſooth, becauſe they erre, not know- 
ing the Scriptures, nor the true ſenſe and meaning of them, Af 
Hereſies, ſaith St, Auguſtm, ſprung of good Scriptures ill under- 
flood : what Heatheniſme then mult ariſe from ill Scriptures, 
not well underſtood? Hitherto of che Church,now to the Bible, 


———OC<”—_ — _ -_- —— —  ———— 
——— 


The ninth Chapter. 
T hat the Proteſtant, or Seftarian Bible, is not the Word of Ged. 


I. Y 5 wer is ao Scary whoever, fo confident of his Bible, 
bur he muſt confeſs,it is no more then a copy or tranſla- 
tion of the word of God, and conſequently falſe , for all he 
knows, its paſt his skill co prove it is true. Therefore I ſup- 
poſe he will give me leave to tell him ; whatſoever thing is un- 
juſt, corrupe, and perverſe, or hath any unjuſt, corrupt, or per- 
verſe thing in it, is not the word of God, Bur the Proteſtant, 
or Setarian Bible (even their neweſt) is unjuſt, corrupt, and 
perverſe, and hath many unjuſt , corrupt, and perverſe things 
in it, Therefore the Proteſtant, or Settatian Bible, is not che 
word of God. 
2. The Major is proved by holy Scripture. 4 my words are juſt, 
there 3s no corrupt, or perverſe thing in them , Prov,$, 8. Thy 
E word 


_ 


26 The Reconciler of Religions. 


word is Truth, John 17. 17. Theſe words are moſt faithſul and 
true, Apoc. 19. 9. The Ainor isclear , tor the Proteſtant or 
SeQarian Bible is full of additions, diminutions, and mutati- 
ons : as for example, they (the Proteſtants and SeRaries) daſh 
out for Apocrypha, whole Books, as Tobias, Fudith, Eccleſraſti- 
xs, Wiſdom, Machales, Baruch, &c. whole Chapters, as the 
13.and 14. of Daniel, the tC. 11. 12-13. 14.15 16. of Eſther, 
&c. whole Hiſtories, as that of Suſan and the Elders, of Bell 
and the Dragon, &c. all which the univerſal Church of God re- 
ceiveth for Autchentical, Holy,and Canonical. Nay ſhe anathe- 
matizeth and damneth all and every man that will not.Sce con. 
carthag. 3. can. 47. con. Florent. in inſtit. Armen. con. trident. 
ſe(l. 4. The Books of Machabers (laith -St. Auguſtine) not the 
Jews but the Church hath for Canonical, lib. 18. de civit, Dei. 
cap- 36. and ſo diyers others of the holy Fathers before him, 
yea and fo would ſuch of them as did not, had it been defined 
by the Church before them, as now it is. 

3+ T hey adde almoſt at every verſe,ſometimes cloaking their 
additions with a different charaer (as every man may ſee) by 
which they make their Bible ſpeak what they will , and mean 
what they pleaſe, not what the Holy Ghoſt willeth. For ex- 
ample to theſe words, Who have not bowed the knee to Baal,Rom. 
11. 4. ſo the original Latin (this Epiſtle was originally writ- 
ten in Latin) yea and the Greek hath it ſo, even to this day. 
They adde theſe three words, the tmage of. TT he two firſt, the 
Image in a different charaQer, the lat, of, in the ordinary , of 
purpoſe tg make the ignorant Reader believe that Baal is the 
genitive caſe for the adjoyned of, and conſequently the Image 
15to be underſtood, Is not this a ſly ſacriledge ? 

4. Item ro theſe words : bleſt, brake and gave to bis Diſciples, 
Marth. 26. 26. ſothe original, Hebrew, Greek, and Latine 
have it. They adde three times it , in ſome Bibles in adifferenc 
CharaQeer, in others in the common. See 2 Cor. 8. 23. where 
they adde nine words to one Verſe, and 1 Febu 2. 23. where 
rhey alſo adde ten words to another Verle , not regarding 
Gods command : You ſhall not adde to the word that I ſpeak, umto 
Joa, reicher ſha)l you diminith from it, Der. 4+ 2. Nor tearing 

bis 
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his Apoſtle and Evangeli{t's threatning : If any man fall adde 


unto theſe things , God (hall adde unto him the plagues that are 
written in this Book: and if any man ſhall diminiſh from the words 
of the book, of this Propheſie, God ſhall diminiſh his part from the 
book of life, &c. Apoc. 22. 18, 19. notwichſtanding , they in 
like manner diminiſh allo) as for example, where St. Percy 
ſaich, Be diligent, that Ly good works ye make your vocation and 
elettion ſure, 2 Pet. 1.10. they diminiſh choſe three words , by 
good works , ſee their Bible here. Item inſtead of 1 have inclt- 
ned mine art to do thy juſtifications alwayes for retributon (or 
reward) they have onely, I have applied my heart to perform thy 
ſtatutes alwayes, Pſ. 118. 112. they diminith for reward, and ſo in 
innumerable other places. 

5- They change and fallite moſt abominably without any 
ſhane or hcae(ty. For example, inſtead of, Thou ſhalt 
not make to thy ſelf an Idol , Exod. 20. 4- Cc. (o the 
original Hebrew , Greek Septuagint, and Vulgar Latine 
have it tothis day. They write, Thou ſhalt not make to thy ſelf 
any graven Image. Not dreading thact terrible imprecation and 
maledi&ion of the Prophet : Curſed be he that doth the work, of 
the Lord fraudulently, Jer. 48. 10. Inſtead of, He was heard for 
his reverence, Heb. 5.7. ſoche Original Hebrew, Greek, and 
Latin, they writ, He was heard in that he feared. Inſtead of, They 
were both juſt before God, Lue.1.6. So the original Greek , and 
vulgar Latin,they write, 7 hey were both righteous before God. In- 
ſtead of , Whoſoever ſhall eat this bread , or drink, Cc. 1 Cor. 
11. 27. ſo the original Greek, and Latin ; chey have , Whoſo- 
ever ſhall eat this bread, and drink, , 8c. Inſtead of , Let us put 
wood ox his bread, Fer. 11. 19. fo the original Hebrew, Greek, 
and Latin ; they have , Let us deſtroy the tree with the fruit 
thereof. Inſtead of , Thou [halt rule over it , Gen. 4. 7. ſothe 
original Hebrew, Greek, and Latin ; they have, Thou ſhalt rule 
over bim, Inſtead of, How ſhall they believe in him whom they 
bave not heard, Rom. 10. 14. ſo the original Latine and Greek, 
they wric : How (hall they believe im him of whom they have 
uot heard, Inſtead of, All men do not receive this ſaying, Match. 
19 11. ſothe original Hebrew, Greek, and Latin , they have, 
All men cannot receive this ſaying. Inſtead of , Faith is the argu- 
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ment of things not appearing , Heb. 11. 1. ſo the original He- 
brew, Greek, and- Latin have it. They have. Faith « the evi- 
dence of things not appearing. Inſtead of, Fulneſs of Faith, Heb, 
10. 22. ſo the Original Hebrew, Greek, and Latin : they 
have , Full aſſurance of Faith, and many thouſand. ſuch like 
(which ſhould be tedious here to relate) for which they have 
neither Hebrew, Greek , nor Latin fountains to patrocine 
chem, bur their own Heretical fancics and ſacrilegious malice 
and wickedneſs. Inſtead of — A they have Overſeers , Ads 
20. 28. for Prieſts they have Elders, AQts 14- 23. Jacob. 5-14. 
for Penance they write Repentance , Matth. 3. 2. for Traditions 
they have Ordinances, 1 Cor. 11. 2, ſee the Greek here : For 
Idols they have Images, Gen. 31. 19. Levit. 26. 1. Deut. 5.8, 
Cc. for the Holy Ghoſt, they have, the Spirn ; for ſpirit they rake 
the winde, John 3. 5.8. for St. John Baptiſt, ſome of them ſay, 
Jobn the Dipper, others , Fack the Sprinkler , and thouſands 
ſuch other, (as St. Paxl, 1 Tim. 6. 20.) calls them) prophane ne- 
yelties of words, 

5- The hainouſneſs and ſacriſegious abomination of all thofe 
additions, diminutions, and mutations, novelties and falfities ; 
and the malice and fraudulence of the falſarians we will ſhew 
hercafter.. In the mean time, the conſequence, to wit , that rhe 
Proteſtant or Seftarian Bible is not the word. of God, is unde- 
niable. np” 


The tenth Chapter. 


The Miner again is ſurther declared, and the malice of Hereticks 
laid open. 


1. F'N the ſecondto Timothy 3, 16, where it is ſaid, All Seri 
pture given by inſpiration of God is profitable,6zc.T he Prote- 
ſtants,or SeQaries, in their Bible,adde theſe ewo words, s and, 
laying: AI Scripture is given by mſpiration of God,and:is profit able, 
&c. of purpoſe tomake the ignorantto believe, that this their 
lacrilegioully corrupted Scripture, or Bible, is given by inſpi- 
ration. 
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ration of God. But how groſly they deceive, che world may 
judge: For if all Scripture were given by inſpiration of God; 
then Xſops Fables, and the Alcoran of the Turks (which are 
Scriptures (bur prophane and falſe ones) ſhould be given by 
inſpiration of God. Neither are they content onely to make 
them believe, its given by inſpiration of God, bur alſo they en- 
deayour to perſwad2 them, contrary tothe Holy Ghoſt, 2 Per. 
3-16. that its clear and eaſic to be underſtood , and that they 
are bound to read it; as you may ſee, John 5.. 39. Where in- 
ſtead of the Indicative, ye do ſearch the Scriptures,they have the 
Imperative ſearch ye the Scriptures. See the Syriack here. 

2. To this purpoſe inſtead of, Theſe were the more noble of thoſe 
that are in Theſſalonica (that is to ſay the moſt noble by birth, of 
them that are in the countrey of Thefſalonica.: See the Greek, 
che Latin, the Syriack , and the Arabick , which plainly hath 
nobiliores genere) which received the word wuh all greedineſs, daily 
ſearching the Scripture, if theſe things were ſo: And ſurely many 
of them believed, ARS 17. 11, 12. they have , Theſe were more 
- noble then thoſe in Theſſalonica, in that they received the word with 
all readineſs of minde, and ſearched the Scriptures daily, whether 
ws things were ſo.. Therefore (lay they) many of them believed. 
Behold here , ſerious Reader, how they adde : in that and. 
therefore, purpoſely to make the ignarant believe, that they were 
more noble ix that, or becauſe that they daily ſearched the Scri- 
preurG, and that therefore. many of them believed. But the Scri- 
peure ſaich no ſuch thing. 

3. If you ſay Timothy knew the Scriptures from his in- 
fancy, I confels it, and ſo did Samuel and Paul, and others ; 
bur this was-a ſpecial priviledge granted onely to ſuch as were 
wholly dedicated from their intancy to the ſervice of God : nay 
choſe rhemſelyes were not allowed to read ſome certain books 
of Scripture : As for example, the Canticle of Canticles, &c. 
until chey came to thirty years of age ; how much leſs, ordina- 
ry fellows, boyes, and maid-ſervants. 

4. Againſt the moſt bleſſed Sacrament, Mat. 26. 26: where 
it is ſaid, Jeſus rook bread, and bleſſed, and brake, aud gave to his 
Diſciples, ſaying, This is my body, —_— is chree times, ſay-. 
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ing, Feſws took bread, and bleſſed it, and brake it, and gave it to 
his illiple : of purpoſe to make the ignorant believe, that Je- 
ſus gave to his Diſciples but the natural bread he rook , and 
not his Body, as this Scripture plainly afirmech. To this pur- 
poſe inſtead of Swuperſubſtantial bread, Matth. 6. 11, they have 
daily Bread. Neither is it ſufficient, they ſay the Greek hath it 
ſo: for St. Matthew did not write in Greek, but in Hebrew. 
Moreover the Greek, as now 1t is extant, is troubled ; as here- 
af:er. Item, inſtead of, whoſoever ſhall eat thu bread, or drink, 
&c. 1 Cor. 11. 27. (fee the Greek here) they have : Whoſoever 
ſhall eat this bread, and drink, &c. of purpoſeto induce a nece(- 
firy of caking both. Bur the Apoſt'e ſaich expreſly, chat who- 
ſoever taketh either unworthily, is guilty of both. And the 
reaſon why is clear. For whoſoever taketh one , taketh alſo 
the other pey concommantiam, as Divines ſpeak, Nor does it 
avail chem a whit, that the Arabick hath and, tor Ft. Paul did 
not wrice this Epiſtle to the Corinthians in Arabick, bot in 
Greek, which to this day hath # not g, or, not and. + 
5- Inſtead of, This ts my body which ſhall be given for you, 
1 Cor. 11. 24. they ſay, This is my body which is broken for you : 
of meer malice, to make the ignorane believe, that Chriſt gaye 
co his Diſciples onely the natural bread , which then was ho 
ken at the Table, not his real body , which was not then as yer 
bloodilygiven for them,bur ſhould afterwards be given for them, 
and for alt the world. Item ; inſtead of, This is my blood Which 
ſhall be ſhed for many, Matth. 26. 26. Mark 14. Luke 22. &c. 
They ay in theſe three places, This s my blood which 15 ſhed for 
many : on purpoſe to make the ignorant believe , that Chriſt 
meant the natural Wine, which then, at the laſt Snpper , was 
ſhed, or poured out of the por, or bottle, into the Chalice , or 
Cup. Burt alas! they groſly deceive : alt the world may 
clearly ſee of Chriſts words, that he meant his own precious 
and proper Blood: which was net then as yet ſhed, bur ſhould 
afterwards be ſhed upon the Croſs for the redemption of che 
world. Neither doth it avail thema whit, that he ſaid, Luke 22, 
T9. Thisis my Body which is given for you, and not, which ſhall be 
£iven for-you. For eyen then his body was given for us, that - to 
G © ay, 
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ſay, unbloodily offered for us ; as now he is daily by the Prieſt, 
in the moſt holy and unbloody ſacrifice of the Maſs, which is 
done in comm2moration of Chriſt , who firſt did it, and com- 
mended and commanded it ſhould be alwayes ſo done , ſaying, 
do ye this, (this very _ do) iu commemoration of me, Luc. 
22. 20, Now that Chrilt in his Maſs or laſt Supper changed 
the Bread into his Body, and that he offered it even then an un- 
bloody ſacrifice to his Father for them, is clear our of his own 
words : Thu 35 my bedy , loe the change or tranſubſtanciation 
which « given for you : behold the oblation. Hence the Coun- 
cil of Nice, |, 3. decret de divina menſa, faith, By faith let us un- 
derſtand the Lamb of God who takgth away the ſins of the world, ts 
be placed on the ſacred Table, to be ſacrificed by the Prieſt unbloodi- 
ly, &c. So the Council of Nice which was, Anno Dom. 325. 
that is thirteen hundred years before Proteſtants were thought 
of, 

6. Inſtead of, Let us put wood upon his bread, Jer.11. 19. (that 
is, ſaith St. Hierom here, the Croſs upon the body of our Savwur , 
for it ts he that ſaid, I am the bread that deſcended from heaven) 
they have, Let us deſtroy the tree with the fruit thereof, of Jewiſh 
purpoſe to aboliſh this famous prophefie of the molt blefled 
Sacrament, and Paſſion of Chriſt , thwarting their heretical 
doctrines. 

7- Againſtthe eyer bleſſed Virgin Mary , Mother of God, 
and the interceſſion of Saints, inſtead of Woman, what is that 
ro thee and me, John 2. 4. they have, Woman, what have I to do 
with thee, Item, inſtead of, Hail, full of Grace , Luc. 1. 28. 
they ſay, Hail , thou that art highly favoured ; of purpoſe to 
aboliſh the Ave Maria,which clearly proves inherent grace.Item, 
inſtead of ; yea and bleſſed are they, 8c, they write, Tea rather 
bleſſed are they, &c. Luc. 11.27. whence ordinary women a- 
mongſt Hereticks thinks themſelyes more bleſſed then the moſt 
bleſſed Virgin Mary, Mother of God. 

8. Againſt the worſhipping the Images of Chriſt and his 
Saints, where the true Scripture hath ; who haye not bowed the 
knee t0 Baal, Rom. 11. 4. they add theſe three words, The Image 


of, ſaying ; Who have not bowed the knees to the Image of ws 
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Frem, Exod. 20. 4. where it is ſaid, Thou ſhalt not make to thy 
ſelf an 1dol, they ſay, Thou ſhalt not make to thy ſelf any' graven 
Image. Item, Gen. 31. 19. inſtead of Rachel had ftolen her Fa- 
thers Idols, they write, Rachel had flolen the Images that were 
her Favbers, of purpoſe ro make the ignorant believe, that eve- 
ry Image is an Idol : which God knoweth is ſo contrary to ' 
eruth, as darkneſs is to light. For if every Image were an Idol, 
then Chriſt, whom they call the ingravened Image. of the Father, 
Heb. 1.3. ſhould be ag Idol, according to their Bible : yea cven 
they themſelves, if they be che Images of God, ſhould be Idols, 
and conſequently nothing. For we know that an Idol is nothing in 
the world, 1 Cor. $. 4. and though all their Bibles cell chem : 
T hou ſhalt not make any graves Image ; yet hardly ſhall you ſee 
as much as one of their Bibles without ſome graven Images 
cven in its Frontiſpiece. 

9. Againſt the diſtintion of Latria and Dulia , or Adora- 
tion of God and Adoration of Creatures, inſtead of , Adore ye 
bis foot-ſtool, for it is holy, Pſalm. g8. 5. they tranſlate : Worſhip 
his foot-ſtool , for he i holy, (Palm 99 5. with chem) as though 
Gods foot-ſ{tool was not holy, nor to be adored with the Ado- 
ration due to holy creatures. See more, Gen. 47. 31. Heb, 11., 
21. For Idolatry they commonly write worſhipping of Ima- 

Cs, &c, 

” 10. Againſt the worſhipping of holy reliques , inſtead of : 
In that day ſhall be what is upon the bridle of the Horſe, holy to the 
Lord, Zach. 14+ 20. they have, In that day ſhall there be upon the 
Lells of the horſes holineſs unto the Lord , but alas they are miſta- 
ken, this Propheſie was already gloriouſly fulfilled, even before 
Proteſtantiſme was hatch'd, to wit , when the Emperour Con- 
ſtantine through great yeneration and confidence thereby to ob- 
cain the ViRtory (as indeed thereby he obtained) pur one of the 

Re holy Nails wherewith Chriſt was Crucitied, upon the Bridle of 
his Horſe, which ſacred Relique is to this day keprt in great ye- 
neration, Carpentoratt in Frauce. 

11. Againſt praying to Saints, inſtead of the time paR, 
eAbrabam knew us not, Iſa. 63. 16. they have che preſent time, 
Abraham knoweth us not; or worle, 1s ignorant of Us. 

2, Againſt 
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12. Againſt praying for the Dead,inſtead of, Let peace be to 
Dayid, 3 Regum.2.3 3.(ſo Sulomon prayed here for his dead Fa- 
ther, whence we praying for our Father,or friend dead, ay, Let 
him reſt in peace) they have peace jhall be upon David , 1 Kings », 
33.To chis purpoſe,inſtead of it 35 an holy and wholeſome thoug he 
topray for the Dead , that they may be looſed from their ſinnes, 
2 Mach, 12.46. they clearly leaye out , not onely chis Verle, 
but alſo the wholz Book. In like manner againſt Purgatory, in- 
ſtead of Hell they write Grave, Olez.13.! 4. Gen. 37. 35. leem, 
inſtead of be was heard for his reverence , Heb. 5. 7. they tran- 
{late ; he was heard in that he feared , purpoſely to confirm the 
moſt damnable do&rine of Calvinand Beza, affirming , that 
Chriſt feared Hell, and chat he ſuffered the pains and tor- 
ments thereof upon the Croſs ; and that this was his defcend- 
ing into Hell, or Purgatory. Nocwichſtanding they chemſelyes 
pray for the Dead, and beſec.ch God, that this ther dead Brother 
(which now they are to bury) and all other departed im the true 
Faith, may have perſett Bliſz. So they pray in their Book of 
Common-Prayer, in the Burial of the Dead. 

13. Againſt good works , where the true Scripture ſaith ; 
Give diligence to make by good works your calling and eletbion ſure, 
2 Pet. 1. 10. They leave out theſe three words by good works. 
Tothis purpoſe inſtead of Redeem thy fins by Alms-deeds, they 
ſay, Breakoff thy ſins by righteouſneſs, Dan. 4. 24+ 

14. Agaiaſt Juſtihcacion by good Works, inſtead of juſti- 
ces and juſtifications, they have ordinances and ſtatutes, for juſtice, 
righteouſneſs ; for juſt, righteous, Mat. 1. 19. Luc. 1. 16,&c. 
becaule when one is called juſt, it foundeth that he is ſo indeed, 
and not by imputation onely. Inſtead of, I have inclined my 
heart to do thy Fuſtifications alwayes, for reward they have,I have 
applied my heart to perform thy Statutes alwayes, even unto the 
end : chey cleanly leaye our for reward, Pfal. 118. 112. 

15. Aza'nſt Free will, inſtead of, If you do well, ſhall you not 
receive ; but if you do ll, preſently ſin ſhall lie at the door ? but the 
defire of it ſhall be ſubjedt to thes, and thou ſhalt rule over it , Gen. 
4. 7. They have, 1f thou do well ſhalt thou not be accepted ? and 
if thou doeſt not well, ſin lyeth at the door : and unto thee ſhall be 
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his defire, and thou ſhalt rule over him : which Relatives (His 
and Him) falſly put in the Maſculine Gender, for of it and it, 
(in the Neuter) they exclude the true Ancecedent, to wit, fin, 
and moſt abſurdly reter them to Abel, Cams Brother ; as though 
God had ſaid , not that fin ſhould lie at the door, but lus bro- 
ther Abel, and ſothey corrupt che Scriptures , in all potnts at 
faich controuled by them. 


| —— — 


The tenth Chapter. 
A further diſcovery of the ſacril-gious malice of Hereticks , and the 
conſequence inferr'd. 


I. Gainſt holy Tradition, where the true Scripture , As 
15. 41. hath; He went through Syria and Citicta, con- 
firming the Churches, commanding to keep the Precepts of the Apo- 
files and Sentours, they leave our the ten laſt words , for fear that 
by their precepts, Traditions may be underſtood : ro this pur- 
pole inſtead of Traditions, they commonly write ordinances, 
1 Cor. 11 2. ſee the Greek here. But where the Scripture 
ſpeakerh againſt certain Traditions of the Jews, as Mar. 15. 3. 
there they alwayes write T raditions , purpoſely to apply ſuch 
places to our Apoſtolical Traditions, 

2. Againſt the Clergy, inſtead of Bi{hops they have Over- 
ſeers, Acts 29.28. Item, inſtead of Prieſts , they ſay Elders, 
Jacobi. 5. 14. ſo that honeſt old men and grave Overieers, arc 
Bithops, and Prieſts, good cnough for them. But where the 
word Prieft ſounds ill, as 3 Regum. 18, &c, The Prieſts of Baal, 
there they are ſure to write Prieſts. Whence cheir malice may 
appear. 

3. Againſt the Celibate, or Chaſte Life of Prieſts , inſtead 
of, Have we not power tolead about a woman, 4 ſiſter , as the re(t 
of the Apoſtles, 1 Cor. g. 5. they tranſlate, Have we not power 
ro lead about a ſiſter, a wife, as well as the other Apoſtles , of pure 
poſe to make the ignorant believe, that the Apoſtles lead about 
their wives, as they do themſelyes. To this purpoſe inſtead yr 
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all men do not recewe thi ſaying, they have ; all men cannot re- 
ceive this ſaying , Matth. 19. 11. to make the ignorant believe, 
that no man can live chaſte, 

4. Item, inſtead of , He that is with 4 wife , careth for the 
things of the world, how he may pleaſe hirwife , and he is divided, 
1 Cor. 7. 33-they have, He that 1s married, careth for the things of 
the world, how he may pleaſe his wife : there is a difference alſo be- 
rween 4 Wiſe and a virgin. Note this laſt pare well; and you 
fhall ſee it is an affeRed and forged infidelity and facriledge : 
for tear, that any ſhould chink themſelves (who commonly are 
with women, or wives) to be divided from the things of God, 
as indeed they are very far : God help them, poor ſouls. 

5- Againſt che Popes Primacy , inſtead of, unto che King 
4s Precellent, 2 Pet. 2. 13- they formerly had, unto the King as 
Supreme Head, to wit, of the Church : which tle they attribu- 
ted to man, woman, and childe ; witneſs che Oath of Supre- 
macy from time to time. Bur juſt God, to ſhew them their top- 
pery, notright Popery , as he rejected Saul , 1 Regum. 13. g. 
Jeroboam 3 Regum. 13. 1. and Ozias 2. Paralip. 26. 17, 18. for 
uſurping the Prieſtly oflice,ſo he permitted their head ro be cut 
off : which was a thouſand pitties ) by themſelves moſt barba- 
rous Suipapzcides, and heatheniſh Hereticks. From whichiſa- 
criledge, and conſequent diſaſter, God of his mercy preſerve 
our moſt gracious Sovereign King , Charles the Second , and 
bleſs his Sacred Majeſty with all heavenly Bleiſing and Grace, 
Amen. Now they have it, unto the King as Supream, yet ill. 

6. Againſt the word Catholtque , initead of the Catholique 
Epiſtle of Sr. Peter, of Sr. James, of St. Fobn, they write the 
Epiſtle general of Peter, of Fames, of John, of purpoſe to a- 
boliſh the words Carholique and Saints. 

7. Againſtche viſibility of the Church, inſtead of: 11 the 
Sun he put bu T abernacle, Pſal. 18. 4. they bave, in them he put 
& T abernacle for the Sun, 

8. Againſt obedience to the Church, inſtead of , Hw all 
they belteve in h11 whom they have nit heard? (So che true ori- 
ginal Latin, Rom. 10. 14.) they havz of whom ; purpoicly to ex- 
cuſe themſelves, which hear after a tathion of Clirilt, but really 
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bear him not, becauſe they hear not the Church. He that hear- 
eh you , beareth me ; and he that deſpiſeth you , deſpiſeth me, 
Like 10. 16. 

9. Apainſt Sacramental confeſſion, inſtead of Pennance, 
Marel:. 3. 2. they write Repentance ; which is but che third part 
of Pernance,which (as I 1aid above) conſiſts of Contrition,Con- 
feſfion, and Satisfattion. Item, inſtead of Confeſſe your ſins one 
ro another , Jacob. 6. 16. they ſay, acknowledge your faults one 
£0 another , as though that ro acknowledge faults,and ro confeſs 
ſins, were all alike :- but how grofly they deceive , the world 
may ſee in 7 udas his repentance;for he acknowledged -his fau'ts, 
bur did not confeſs his ſins. 

10. Inſtead of, men are like unto beaſts, Eccleſ, 3. 18. they 
ſay, men are beaſts , perhaps to- excuſe their own beaſtialiry. 
Inſtead of,man knowerh not whether he be worthy of love or hatred, 
Fecleſ. c.1. Item, man knoweth not his end, ibid. v. 12+ they 
have, no man knoweth either love or hatred : item, man alſo knov-. 
eth not his time : of diabolical purpoſe to aboliſh cheſe Truths, 
to0 to00 contrary to their falſe do&rine, to wit, that they are 
ſure, they are the children of God , that his.Spirir is in them, 
and that they ſhall be ſaved. To this purpoſe again inſtead of 
Fulneſs of Faith, they write, full aſſurance. of Faith, Heb. 10. 22. 

11. Item, inſtead'of, faith is the argument of things not appear- 
ing, Heb. 11. 1. they have, faithis the evidence of things not 
ſeen. Whence they believe nothing but what by evidence chey 
ſce, but Chriſt ſaid, bleſſed are they that believe and ſee nor. 

12. Inſtead of Bleſs God and dye, Job 2. g. they cry, Curſe 
God and dye, It they ſay, Jobs wite here ſpake Ironically, that 
is, though ſhe ſaid Bleſs God and dye,yer ſhe meant, Curſe God 
and dvez I askthem , how can they- tell what ſhe meant ?- or 
how do they know ſhe ſpake Ironically ?- and though ſhe had, 
what then ? by what priviledge could they change the words 
of holy Scripture here, be they Ironically or Hypetbolically 
ſpoken ? Forſooth by ſacriledpe. 

13. Inſteadof, I have nor finned; Job 17: 2+ they. tranſlate, 
are there not mockers with me?. Item , inſtead of Deliver me O 
Lord, ibidem, v- 3+ they write « lay down now. In like _— 
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for ; aſter darkne(5 I hope for light, they have , the light # ſhort 
becauſe of darkneſs, ibidem v. 12. 'and many more ſuch, even in 
one Chapter : and ſo almoſt all their Bible over , whether of 
malice, or ignorance, or both, let them ſee. 

14. The conſequence then is clear, to wit ; thatthe Prote- 
ſtant or Se&arian Bible, is not the word of God, What is ir 
then ? torſooth, an unjuſt, corrupt, and peryeriſe Book ; whicl1 
is no more Holy Scripture, nor the word of God., then is the 
A'coran of the Turks, or X£/ops Fables. And if their Bible 
be ſuch , what muſt their Faich and Religion be which they 
ground ſolely on it ? for they admit no Traditions. It follow- 
cth, that it muſt be like that of Turks and Heathens. And fo 
itis indeed, as by their wayes and doings clearly appears, even 
to the Turks themſelves. Wirneſs-that Turkiſh proverb : they 
rub their two fore-fingers one to another, and ſay, Twquack & 
Anglezacq Hanayacq T ira, that is, a Turk and an Engliſhman 
(meaning Proteſtant) are brothers both alike , as one finger is 
like another,and truly. For as the Turks affirm chat their pro- 
phet Mahomet- came wich new light to illuminate the world : 
ſothe Proteſtants fay ther their prophet Luther came with a 
glorious Reformation : as-the Turks are divided, yea and ſub- 
divided among themſelves ynto divers ſe&s ; ſo are the Prote- 
{tanrs : As the Turks, though diſagreeing _— themſelyes 
Joyn hand to hand to perſecute the Catholicks ; ſo do the Pro- 
ceſtants, The Turks whereſoeycr they come , demoliſh 
Churches, deſtroyes Croſles, and beat down and break Altars 
and Images, ſo dothe Proteſtants, The Turks cannot abide 
praying to Saints, nomore can the Proteſtants. 'T he T urks 
love not Beads nor holy Water, no more do the Proteſtants. 
The Turks above all things hate the molt holy Sacrifice of the 
Maſs, and ſo do the Proteſtants ; which alone is enough to 
ſhew , that in their Religion or Belief they are like Turks 
and Hearhens : for in the true Church , from the riſing of the 
Sun, even to the ſetting, great 1s my name (laith the Lord, Mal, 
1. 10, 11.) amongſt the Gentiles, and there ts ſacrificed and offered 
ro my name in every place acleanoblation, thatis, a molt pure. 


and unbloody ſacrifice , (ſee the Hebrew here) which is onely 
Ef the 
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the moſt bleſſed Sacrifice of the Maſs , as above we proyed. 
Bur inthe Proteſtant Church, or amongſt che Proteſtants, 
chere is no ſuch ſacrifice ; theretore the Proteſtants are not the 
crue Church, and by conſequence they muſt be like Turks and 
Heathens. Whence the holy Fathers, as I ſaid above, unani- 
mouſly affirm, that Proteſtants or Hereticks , are (ſolo nomine 
Chriſttant) not Chriſtians. And this is the fruit of a corrupe 
and peryerle Bible. 


Theeleyenth Chapter. 


That the Seftarian Bible is no more the Word of God, then an Al- 
manack, or Xſops Fables, or the Alcoran of the Turks. 


i. FT is a Maxime in Philoſophy ; that Good is of an entire 

cauſe, evil of any defeft. Bur che Proteſtant, or SeQarian 
Bible is defeRitve ; therefore evil, and conſequently not the 
word of God. Now that the Se&arian Bible is defeRive, even 
the Seas themſelves by their a@ions (beſides what we have 
aboveſaid) manifeſtly declare. For almoſt every year they 
corre& it and mend it, chop it and change it, as they do their 
Almanacks, adding thereunto what they will , and ſubſtraRing 
what they pleaſe. 

2. Neither do they change their Bible onely, bur alſo their 
Religion, and taſhion thereof, grounded on it. If then every 
following ycars Bible be better then the former , why may nor 
next years Bible be better then this years, and ſo to the end of 
the worid ? and in the mean time the SeQarian Bible never be 
perfe& or better then a yearly Almanack, not ſo good as an 
Almanack for ever as is Err4 Pater, or the Shepherds Progno- 
tication, or Sea mans Calendar, &c. why then ſhould ir be 
more the word of God , then eſops Fables, or the Turkiſh 
Alcoran ? 

3. I confeſs, a Searian may read in his Bible , This is the 
Holy Scripture, or This is the word of God : Bat can he, or 
his Bible, make this appear ? no truly, no more then e£ſop 

can 
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can make appear, tliat his Fables are ſuch ; or a Turk, that his 
Alcoran is lo. 

4. I conte(s again, a Sefarian reading his Bible, may be mo- 
yed by ſome ſpirit to a kinde of Devotion , and I protels, that 
a Turk alſo, reading his Alcoran , may be moved to the like : 
wherefore then ſhould a Se&arian Bible be the word of God, 
more then a Turkiſh Alcoran ? Moreoyerthe ScRaries have as 
many different Bibles, in Canon, Verſion, and Senſe, as are 
dayes in the year : But the true Bible cannor differ from ir ſelf; 
neither can there be more true Bibles then one : where all ma- 
terially and contrarily differ. Tell mechen, if you can, which 
of all is the one and onely true Bible ? what Se& or Sedary 
can anſwer to this Querie ? or what SeQtarian Bible can decide 
this Controverhe ? 

5. If you ſay the Hebrew and Greek Bibles, I ask you, 
what it the queſtion be of the Hebrew and Greek Bibles ? 
can they be Judges intheir own Cauſe ? No certainly ; no 
more then the Engliſh Bibles. Moreover, the Hebrew and 
Greek are troubled , and different, as hereafter you may ſee. 
We concludethen , that the SeQarian Bible is no more the 
word of God, then the Alcoran, Almanack, or X/ops Fables. 
Nay, ics worſe then choſe ; for corruptio optimu peſama eſt , thar 
is, the beſt thing corrupred is the worſt of all. What corrupe 
Book can do ſo much miſchief as a corrupt Bible ? none at all ; 
no nor all the corrupt Books in the world. Therefore ler ir 
paſs as corruptio pefſama, and the Falſarians, or Corruptours 
thereof, as corruptores peſſimi ; who corrupt and fallihe not 
onely their Bible and Religion, but alſo the Writs of the holy 
Fathers and Eccleſiaſtical Writers : So that by reading their 
Books alone, a man cannot tell which is which, true or falſe, 

6. Happily you will ſay, though the Proteſtant Bible be cor- 
rupt and perverſe, yet it hath many good things in ic, avd a 

'great deal more uncorrupted places of holy Scripture, then 
eA (ops Fables, or the Alcoran: Therefore its more the word 
of God then eſops Fables or the Alcoran. 

7. I anſwer, though the Major part of the Proteſtant Bible 


were compiled of entire books, and uncorrupted places otvoy 
Cri» 
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Scripture, yet becauſe that it is corrupt and peryerſe , ncicher 
the whole, nor the Major part, nor the Minor , nor the Mini- 
me part thereof, as of ſuch is the word of God, more then the 
Alcoran of che Turks, or X/ops Fables. For the word of God 
cannot be part of any corrupt, or perverſe thing : neither can 
any perverſe, or corrupt thing, as the Proteſtant Bible is , be 
part thereof. Whar hath light ro do with darkneſs? though it 
may ſhine in darkneſs. Even ſo, what hath any perverſe , or 
corrupt thing to do with Truth ; though this ſhould ſhine in 
that? 

8, Yon will ſay again, a lozt of Bread , that hath ſome few 
ſand* in it, is yet ſtill bread ; or a bottle of Wine, in which 
are ſome few drops of water, is (till wine ; or a man that hath 
loſt an arme, or a les, is yet ſtill a man : Therefore a Bible, or 
holy Scripture, in which are ſome corruptions , or which hath 
loſt its verity in ſome few places , is yer (till the word of God 
more then the Alcoran or Zſops Fable«. 

9. 1 anſwer, there is great diſparity in your compariſon. For 
a loaf of bread, in which are fome few ſands, hath yer till 
the nature of bread: therefore may be called bread. Or a 
Bortle of Wine, in which are a few drops of water, hath ſtill 
the nature of wine, and conſ2quently may be called wine : or 
a man that hath loſt his arm, or leg onely, hath nor loſt his hu- 
manity or rationality. Therefore yet ſtill he may be called a 
man. Bur a Bible that is corrupted and peryerted in never ſo 
few places, cannot be called the word of God ; becauſe it hath 
no morethe nature of the word of God, which is to be wholly 
whole molt faichful and true , and wholly whole without cor- 
ruption, or errour, Prov. 8.8. John 17. 17, Apoc. 21. 5- whence 
we conclude, that although there were many , yea more places 
of the holy Scripture in the SeQarian Bible, then in Zſops Fa- 
bles, or in the Alcoran, yet notwichſtanding the SeQarian Bi- 
ble is no more the word of God , or holy Scripture , then is 
ops Fables, or the Alcoran : as intheſe ewo examples I will 
cleariy ſhew, 

10. The Sun which hath more of the brightneſs, ſplencour, 
and light of God in it, thenthe Moon hath , is no more God, 

cnacn 
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then is the Moon : even fo, a corrupt and profane Book, which 
hath never ſo many ſentences, or places of holy Scripture in ir, 
is no more holy Scripture, or the word of God, then is another 
prophane and corrupt Book, which hach never ſo few. For the 
word of God muſt be wholly whole without corruption , and 
errour. Secondly, a man while he is in che ſtate of Grace , is 
the Temple of the Holy Ghoſt : but when he is indeadly fin, 
then he is no more the Temple of che Holy Ghoſt, then isa 
Beaſt : nay, he israther worſe then a beaſt, a den of Thieves 
of Devils. So a Volume, or Book, that containeth the per- 
fe& and true Scriptures, is the word of God truly : but it ſuch 
a Book be corrupted and peryerted , as the Proteftane Bible 
is, its no morethe word of God, then is che Alcoran or #ſops 
Fables : yea its worſe then e£&ſops Fables ; its Diabolical in- 
ventions, and Heretical labours, and a facriſegious inſtrument 
to deceive, and damne all ſuch poor fouls, as believe it ; and 
therefore worthy to be burnt with fire, in the middle of the 
Market at noon, and let all che people ſay Amen,ſo be it. More 
ofthis inthe Hinge of Controverſies, part. 2. Chap. 7, 8, 
9, 10, &c. 
11. And yet ſome will be ſo ſimple as to believe, that ſich 
a Bible is Holy Scripture, and the word of God.O Tempora! 0 
Afoves! Alas filly ſouls,wherefore do you ſay, that ſuch a Bible 
is a holy Scripture? How can you tell ics the word of God ? 
How can you make this appear ? Firſt, if you ſay, that every 
man tells you ſo, remember , that every man is a lyar, Pſalm 
115-3. Again, if you ſay humane reaſon tells you ſo, conſider 
with your ſelves, that humane reaſon cannot tell of things over 
and above it ſelf. Further , if you fay the Spirit tells you ſo, 
forger not Chriſts words, you know not whence the Spirit com- 
eth, or whither he goeth , John 3. 8. Further yer, it you ſay, 
vour Church cells you ſo, remember = own principle , thar 
your Church mayerre. At length, it you fay , the Bible ic ſelf 
tells you, be mindefal, the queſtion is of the Bibles verity ; 
and it cannot be judge in its own cauſe. Or if you ſay the He- 
brew and Greek, &c. tells you, remember, thoſe are troubled ; 
as hereafter, In fine, if you ſay, God tells you ; I pray tell me, 
G when, 
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when, where, and how ? Dear ſouls, note this well dear ſouls, 
bought by the precious Blood of our Lord and Saviour Jeſus 
Chriſt ; note this ſeriouſly , and ſer by ſo much more for their 
ſenſe and meaning ; in which they groſly erre art every foot, 
yea, at every inch : and you ſhall know better how to terme 
ſuch Bibles, and how far to confide in them, or in your own 
conceit, or interpretation of them. 


ms 


The twelfth Chapter. 
The old yulg at Latin Bible defended. 


1. FF you ſay, that all this, and ſuch like may be retorted, and 

applied co the ofd Vulgat Latin Tranſlation, I anſwer, 
no. Firſt, becauſe the old vulgar Latin Tranſlation is , theſe 
thirteen hundred years nas and approved of, by the Holy 
Catholique Church,which cannot erre ; and every man is bound 
under pain of Excommunication to receive ic, with all irs parts, 
for Authentical, Holy, and Canonical. Vide Concilium Triden- 
tmum, Seffrone quarta, Oc. 

2. Secondly, it's certain and known to the world, that the 
old Vulgat Latin Tranſlation is che rtrueft and pureſt of all 
Tranſlations, that ever yet were : Let our Adyerſaries (I mean 
thoſe of them that may) be judges. 

3. Thirdly, in the old Vulgat Latin Tranſlation, is nothing 
contrary to Faith, or good manners ; nothing thar alrers che 
true ſenſe and meaning of the holy Scriptures: nothing that 
changeth , or contradiQeth the intent of the Holy Ghoſt, 
Therefore no defe, or material crrour, 

4+ Whereungo may be added , that the Hebrew and Greek 
Fountains oÞ the Old and New Teſtament , were either 
through malice or ignorance, troubled by Jews, or Hereticks, 
or both, ſince the tranſlating of them into the oid vulgat La- 
tin, which truly did and doth concord with the true and uarrou- 
bled Originals. 

5. Our Adyerlaries cannot ſay ſo much for their gar ; 

whic 
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which is corrupt and perverſe ; which was neyzr received by 
che Church, but rather prohibited and condemned : which no 
body is bound to receive for holy and canonical, and which 
was by Apoſtates and Hereticks tranſlated , fince the Hebrew 
and Greek were troubled. As for example may appear , Pſalm 
21. 18. with them 22. 16. where inſtead of: they pierced my 
hands and wy feet, the Hebrew hath , as @ Lion my hands and 
wy ſet, Irem, inſtead of, we bave found water, Gen. 26. 3 3. the 
Greek Sepruagint hath , we haye not fouud water. How then 
could our new ſprung Adverlaries deriye pure ſtreams , from 
ſuch troubled fountains ? or where elſe could they have them ? 

6. If chey fay they gar them of che Jews, I anſwer, we be- 
lieve themſelves as well as the Jews, and the Jews as well as 
them. It they ſay they got chem from us , why then do they 
not keep them , aschey received them ? For the New Teſta- 
ment, the Jews had none of it. This they muſt grant to have 
received of us: wherefore then do they differ from us in it? 
what can they ſay here for chemſelves ? 

7. If they an{wer and ſay , that they follow not the VYulgat 
therein, but the Greck, I reply, wherefore then do they adde 
the Hiſtory of the woman found in adultery , Jobn 8. the laſt 
Chapter of St. Mark, andthe Teftimony of the holy Trinity, 
1 John 5. 7. which are not in the Greek, but in the Vulgat? If 
they inlaſt and ſay, that ſome Greek Copies have thoſe,and ocher 
ſome nor , I ask them , how chen can they tell, which ſome is 
erueſt, but as the Vulgat, and the Church , which receiycth che 
Vulgae tells chem ? 

8. If they urge and ſay, that their own Church tells chem, 
I conclude, let them firſt prove their own Church : which when 
they think to have done, then let chem remember, that accord- 
ing tocheir own principles, their Church may erre in matters 
of Faith, and conſequently in this. Otherwiſe it is certain, 
that all Greek Copics (2xcepting ſuch as were tranſlated our of 
th: Vulgat Latin) are croubled. For example, Matth, 6. 13. all 
do adde thele words, For ::ne 15 the kingdom, and power, and 
glory, for ever ans ever ; which are not of holy Scripture, Wit- 
neſs St. Chr/oftom, St. Hierom, St. Ambroſe, St. Auguſtine, &c. 

G 2 who 
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who interpreted the Lords Prayer, and commented upon every 
word of it, but made no mention of choſe words. 

9. Item, the Greek of the New Teſtament, in the Se&a- 
ries own great Bible , or Waltons Bible of nine divers Lan- 
Suages, printed at London, 1657. and 58.called Biblia Polyglotta, 
(which I ſuppoſe they think is the trueſt, and beſt Greek now 
extant) hath, ſerving the time, inſtead of, ſerving the Lord, Rom, 
12. 11, Item, the holy Ghoſt was not as yet , inſtead of, the holy 
Ghoſt was not given as yet, John 7. 39. For their vulgar Greek, 
that is manifeſtly corrupted and correRed according to their 
corrupt Engliſh ; witneſs the world; 

10. They themſelyes then confeſs, with the old Vulgat La- 
tin, that the Hebrew and Greek are troubled inthe above-ci- 
ted places; yet will they not wholly or thorowly follow the 
Vulgar, which they grant is true in them : they do not follow 
the Hebrew, in which they boaſt, nor yet the Greek, in which 
they glory, as aboye we copiouſly proved'; and by the now ci- 
ted places, Pſalm 21. 16. Gen, 26. 33. Rom. 12.11. Jobn 7.39: 
may plainly appear. What-then do they follow : forfooth, their 
own Heretical fancies ; as thus I. prove: Either the Vulgat 1s 
faichful and-true, or not. If it be faithful and true, why do 
they not wholly and thorowly follow it ? if ic be not faithful 
and true, why follow they it in the above cited places,in which 
it abandons and contradidts the Hebrew and Greek ? how can 
they tell its more faichful and true in thoſe places, then in every 
other place? or how do they know but 'ris as true inevery 
other place,as it is in them ? Eyen ſo of the Hebrew and Greck;, 
how can they tell, bur they are as troubled in every other place, 
as in the above cited ? or how do they know , but chey may be 
as true in the above cited places, as in any other place ? what 
can they ſay here for themſelves ?. They affirm, chat the He- 
brew and Greek are troubled ; witneſs the fore-cired places : 
if then the Vulgat be alſo croubled , how could their Bible be 
true, which was tranſlatedout of thoſe, or ſome ot thoſe ? 

11. If they ſay that where the Hebrew is troubled the 
Greek-is pure, and where the Greek is muddy the Hebrew is 
clear; I askthem, how do they know that , but as the Vulgac 
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or the Catholique Church which receiveth the Vulgar tells 
chem ? If chey ſay they do nor follow the Vulgar herein , nor 
the Church thar receiverth the _ I ask them, what then 
do they follow ? or where then did they get the truth? It they 
ſay that they picked and chooſed, and gathered the truth out of 
all Languages and Verſions, I ask them, how can they make 
this appear ? how do they know , but that rather they picked 
and chooſed, and gathered the corruptions and errours: of all ? 
To this they cannot anſwer. Theretore of neceſſity they muſt 
confeſs, that their Bibles may be falſe ,, and the Vulgat faithfu! 
and true, for all they can tell : and conſequently they cannor 
eruly accuſe it of any corruption, or errour. 

12. If they ſay they got the truth in the Chaldzan , I ask 
them, why then do they not follow the Chaldean ; which hath 
Gen. 4- 23. 1 have not ſlain a man , wherethe Proteſtant , or 
SeQarian Bible hath : 1 have ſlain 4 man ; or if they averre, 
they had ic in the Syriack , why follow they not the Syriack, 
whichnſtead of , thou ſhalt: rule over it , Gen. 4. 7. hath, i 
ſhall rule over thee, Item, which clearly and plainly makes-men- 
ton of, and commends Vigils and Faſts, prayers for the Dead, and. 
Praying to Saints, honouring the Croſs , and many ſuch things, 
which Proteſtants ſay , are but Popiſh Traditions. But truly 
this Syriack Edition alone (which hath been, more then a chou- 
ſand years before Proteſtants were born)is enough to convince 
them of their blaſphemous calumnies and abominable lyes ; 
witneſs their own great Bible of ſeveral Languages aboye 
cited. 

13. In fine, if they ſay, they found the truth inthe Perfick, 
Arabick,, or Zthiopick, Verſion, or in the Samaritan , or He- 
breo-Samaritan, or in any other Verſion, or Edition whatſo- 
cver, let them tell the Verſion, or Editions name, and the rea- 
ſon, why they do nor totally follow the ſame. This they'l ne- 
ver do: wherefore we conclude , that the old Vulgat Latin 
Tranſlation, or Edition, is che pure and incorrupted Bible, and 
ere word of God : and conſequently that all and every other 
Bible, or Bibles, that in matters of Faith do contradict it , are 
not the true word of the living n= true God , totally _ 
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Bur all the Proteſtant , or SeQarian Bibles do contradif it in 
marcers of Faith, as above proved. Therefore all Proceltanc 
or ScRarian Bibles, are not the word of God. 


The thirteenth Chapter. 
A Proſecution of the former matter, Objefions ſolved, 


1. TDErhaps you will ſay, if that be ſo, even the Hebrew and 
Greck fountains are not the word of God : For the 
diftcr in many places from the Vulgat. I anſwer firſt wich Bel- 
larmin, the —_ and Greek (not meaning your corrupt 
Copies) boch of the Old and New Teſtament, as they are 
now extant, arc not generally corrupted, neither are chey moſt 
pure fountains. Secondly, the Hebrew and Greek were ſome- 
times received in th2 Church : and though they have been fo 
troubled ſince, that now in many places they differ from the 
Vulgart, yer do chey not contrad & it in matters of Faith, in 
any place. Therefore, while che Church do not condemn them, 
we cannot judge chem. Thirdly, the true and untroubled He- 
brew and Greek Fountains differ not at alt from the Vulgaet : 
neither doth this differ from them. Know Sir, that the He- 
brew Fountain muſt be conſidered as it was farſt written with- 
our Points and Vowels, Cc. and ſo taken, its not in any matter 
of faith contrary to the Vulgat ; nor this tothat. The Points 
and Vowels added to, are altogether extrinſecal to the Text; 
and they do not change ic a whit : Therefore,whereſoeyer they 
were , cither through ignorance or malice, not rightly added, 
they may be quite taken away , and the Text rcad otherwiſe, 
And this not by Jews and Hereticks, (the enzmies of yerity) 
but by che Church which alone is the undoubted Interpreter of 
holy Scriptures. For its certain that none but che Church 
alone, or ſuch interpreters as have the infallible aſſiſtance of 
the Holy Ghoſt, as ſhe hath, can or may decide che Controver- 
fies of, and in underſtanding the Hebrew, ariſing either from 
the equivocation and ambiguities of irs words or {amilitude of 
let- 
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letters, or variation of comata's, or tranſmutation of points, or 
punRa's, or additions, or diminutions and fuch like (quite al- 
tering the ſenſe)which in time crept into all the Exemplars now 
extant, either through careleſneſs, or negligence, or ignorance, 
or malice of the tranſcribers librarians and bookſters : In like 
manner the Greek fountains alſo muſt be conſidered as they- 
were firſt written, not as they are now troybled. 

2. Perhaps again you will ſay, the Council of Trent acknow- 

ledged, that in the old Vulgat were ſome faults : for it decreed 
it _ be printed quam emendatiſime , or moſt corre&edly, 
Sell. 4. 
3. I anſwer, the Conncil of Trent acknowledged no ſuch 
thing : bur inaſmuch as through the injuries of times, audacity 
of raſh CorreQors, careleſneſs of Tranſcribers, and negli- 
yn of Bookſters, ſome Librarian or T ypographical faulrs 
nave crept into many Copies of the old Vulgart, the Sacred and 
Oecumenical Council decreed, that according to the true Ex. 
emplars it ſhould be printed quam emendatiſime, or molt corre- 
Qedly. Seff. 4. that is to ſay, free from all ſuch fau'ts as have 
crept into ſome Copies thereof : and ſo the true old Vulgat 
ſhould be declared to the world, pure as it was firſt received by 
the Church, Anno 402.in Pope Innocent the hrſts time. 

4. Perhaps, in hne you will objeQ the Correttors, or Decla- 
rers of the true old Vulgat (according to the Councils Decree 
aboye mentioned) ſay themſelyzs in the preface thereof, its 
hard to affirm , that this their corre&ed, or declared Edition is 
omnibus numerts abſoluta, or perteR. 

5. Ianſwer, This they might have very well faid (as the 
Pen-man of Gods own word faid in the like caſe, 2 Mach. 15. 
40.) For they were not the Church, Bae when che Pope ap- 
proved it, as you may ſee in Clement the eighth his Ball there- 
of,and the Charch received it, as all the world can teſtihe,there 
was no more doubt to be made of it. 

6. If you reply and ſay, They confeſs alſo, that they 
left ſome things in it unchanged, which were to be changed, 
(ibidem) I an{wer again and conclude, thar is falſe. They con- 


fels np ſuch thinks, but they confeſs, that for reverence of the 
0d 


— — 


AS The Reconciler of Religions. 


old Vulgat Latin Tranſlations Interpreter , which properly 
ſpeaking, was the Church, chart after St. Hierom, St. Lucian, 
Theodction, and others, corre&2d and mended, and received ic 
inche year 402. and which they did not intend to corre, or 
mend in any thing, as you may read in their preface of it, but as 
I ſaid aboye, to declare the true, old Vulgat , purged from all 
ſach faults, as have crept into ſome Copies thereof , they pur- 
poſely lefr ſome things unchanged , ques mutanda videban- 
(ur , which ſeemed changeable, or to be changed; to wit, 
ſome Barbariſmes, or improper Latin , as that of Pſalm 125, 
In convertendo Dominus captivitatem Sion, 8c. Item, that of St, 
Matthew 22. 30. Neque nubent, neque nubentur, &c. which clear- 
ly ſhew, not onely cheir fidelity, in declaring che true old Vul- 
gat, as it was at firſt tranſlated, bur alſo che —_— and veri- 
ty of the firſt Tranſlatour, who ( though otherwite molt elo- 
quent) chuſed rather co ſpeak improper Latin , then not to ex- 
preſs the word of God moſt ſignificantly , moſt exa&ly, and 
moſt cruly and fully, without adding co it, or ſubſtraing from 
it. This SeQaries cannot ſay for themſelyes ; who in their 
Tranſlations are rather fine and falſe Commentatours , then 
faichful and true Interpreters, as even in the fore-cited places 
may partly appear. 

7. If you inſiſt, and ſay with Kemnitius, Whitaker,and other 
ſuch Heretiques, that the old Vulgat Latin Bible is ill tranſla- 
ted in many places, I anſwer, and pray you rememember, that 
(as I ſaid above) the old Vulgat was tranſlated out of the He- 
brew and Greek Fountains thirteen hundred years ago, (that 
is, more then a thouſand years before Kemnitius , or Whitaker 
were born) and that thoſe Hebrew and Greek Fountains haye 
been, fiance that time, troubled, as aboye we declared. How 
then can or could Kemnitius,or Whitaker, or you, or any other, 
that came ſince, prove that any one place of the old Vulgat is 
ill cranſlated ? Anſwer this, if you can. You cannot : there- 
fore the more you reckon your obj:&ions againſt che Vulgart, 
the more you muſt number,either the troubles of the Fountains, 
or the —_— anderrours of your turbid ſtreams, or cor- 
rupt yerſtons or interpretations of chem. Suppoſe I pray chat 
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ewo or three Proteſtant (or if you will) Catholick Authours 
ſhould ſay : there are ſome errors in the old Vulgar Latine 
Edition, what then ? they cannot prove wharthey ſay, if chey 
grant the Hebrew and Greek fountains are troubled, as of ne- 
ceſlity they muſt. What then is their aurhoricy ? how little is 
their reaſon ? how fallible is their jadsements ? and how con- 
temptible is their opinion in reſpe& ot a General Council ? in 
compariſon of the incrrable Catholique Church contradicting 
them, asgow we proved, Concil. Trident. Seſſ. 4. &c. 

9g. For concluſion , remember that your ſelves follow the 
Vulgart, as crueſt in divers places; in which it abandons and 
contradias the Hebrew and Greek Fountains, as now they are 
extart. Why not then in eyery other place, as well as in thoſe? 
T his co.my opinion may ſatisfie a rational man: bur if any 
be irrationally unſatisfied, let him read Bellarmin, De verbo Det, 
where he may ſee, that all the places Heretiques falſly affirm to 
be corrupted in the Vulgat, are defended, and clearly proved 
by the Hebrew and Greek, to be moſt faithfully and truly cran- 
ſlated; and chart their oppobtes in the Se&arian Bibles are moſt 
unfaithful and falſe. 

Ic. But alas,. what did I need with ſuch diligence to 
prove the verity of che Vulgat Latin, and the falſity of the 
Proteſtant Bible ? the Proteſtants themſelves clearly de- 
clare both, for they follow the Vulgat (as I ſaid above) where 
it abandons the Hebrew and Greek ; and chey oftentimes in- 
genioully confe(s their own Bible is corrupt and perverſe: tor 
example, in their great Bible of ſeveral Languages, or rather 
their Coppy thereof,or as they call.it Polyglotta, tom.6. left, vary. 
T home Ptercit upon Pal. 144. 13. fidelis Dominus , ec. (with 
chem Pſal. 145.) this Verſe they ſay was erroneoully left ont in 
che Hebrew, yet do they not pat ic in their Bible. Item, Pfal. 
16. 14. Saturati ſunt films, &c. (with them Pſa). 17.) this they 
ailirm was vitiouſly foiſted into the Greek and Latin, yet do 
they not leave it out ; forhat hey leaye out what they acknow- 
ledge ſhou!d be put in, and they pur in what they confeſle 
ſhould be left our, O ridiculous and (trange fancy, or rather 
frenzy of Hereticks ? Here they willingly looſe cheir two eyes, 
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endeavouring to pull out one of ours, But alas poor wretche:, 
neither ſo ſhall they (the Gates of Hell)prevail againſt us (the 
holy Catholique Church) which is the pillar and firmament of 
truth, and the Spouſe of Chriſt ; which is and ever ſhall be 
without ſpot or blemiſh. No more of the Proteſtant Bible, 
now to the Miniſters and SeRarian Preachers. 


A 


| The fourteenth Chapter, 
That the Proteſtant, or Seftarian Miniſters, or Preachers , are- not 
true Preachers, or ſent by God, 


I. L1that have notrue Miſſion , are not true Preachers. 
How ſhall they Preach unleſs they are ſent, Rom. 19-15. 

But Proteſtant, or SeRarian Miniſters, and Preachers have no 
true miſſion : for all their miſſion, from the beginning of their 
Reformation, was either the inſpiration of a ſpirit they know 
not what, or the Commiſſion of a Childe, Edward the Sixth, 
whom they called Supreme Head of the Church ; and from whoſe 
Kingly power, all juriſdi&tion, as well Eccleſiaſtical as Secular,they 
affirmed did flow, See Fox. Tom. 2.. Anno- 1546. in Xing Ed- 
ward the Sixth. Or the Letters Pattents of a Woman , Queen 
Elizabeth, tro whom alſo they were pleaſed to attribute the like 
Superiority and power, See Statut, Anno primo. Elizabeth. 
chap. 1. Orthe illicit and invalid Ordination , or Mithon of, 
or by one Scorie, an Apoſtara Monk, who ordained their fu {t 
Biſhops at the Nags-head in Cheapſide , in Queen Elizabeths 
time. See Chriſtophorus de ſacro Boſco, Or at length, the ap- 
probation.of T.ryers,inſtituted by his Jate Highneſs (torſooth) 
and confirmed by A of Parliament. (If they have any berter, 
lerthem prove it: in the mean time let them know , we value 
not a ſtraw Maſon's old new records, produced in the year 
1613. which was the matter of 50. years after the thing now 
mentioned, was ſacrilegiouſly and invalidly done, and molt diſ- 
gracefully and ſhamefully cried down.) But thoſe could not 
give them any ſpiritual authority, power, or right to preach. 
For according totbat received Maxim of the Law , No man 
can 
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(441 give more right then be bimſelf hath , Cook. lib. 4. There- 


tore, &c. 

2. Moreover, a Biſhop is to be ordained by two or three 
Biſhops : Conctl. Apsſtci. Can. 1. AndaPrieſt, and likewiſe 
a Deacon, and therelt of the Clergy by a Biſhop,ibiden C an.2. 
con. Trident. Seſſ. 23.can. 7. But this Apoſtolical and needful 
manner of Ordination , or Mitſton , they never yet had : for 
they reje&ed ir quite, and brought in an Heretical Faſhion in 
its {tead, jn Edward the Sixths time. Neither, it they were wil- 
ling, could they have : for, as I ſaid bzfore, their Biſhops from 
the beginning of their Reformation, had no other Ordination, 
Conſecration, or Mitlion, then the Commiſſion of the King, 
or Queen ; nor yet that, bur _ the King or Queens plea- 
ſure. For the ſacrilegious, illicit, and invalid Ordination of, or 
by Scory, (which was the firſt pretended holy Mitlion of Pro- 
reſtants in England , and from whence they hitherto derive 
their orders) it was not worth a {traw : witneſs the fore-menti- 
oned Canons of the Apoſtolical Council, &c. And conſe- 
quently, cheir pretended holy Orders, thence derived, are nor 
worth a pins head. No more is the approbation of Tryers : 
Therefore they are not true Preachers, What are they then, 
forſooth, Intruders, Thieves, and Robbers, Hypocrices , ra- 
venous Wolves and Murderers, ſons of Belial, falſe Prophets, 
and Prieſts of Baal, which is their herehe, rebellion, and ſtub- 
bornneſs againſt che Church. For rebellion (as they themſelves, 
even in their neweſt Bible confels) i 4s the fin of witch-craft, 
and ſiubbornneſs #s as iniquity and idolatry, 1 Samuel (as they call 
it) 15. 23» 

9s Now if the Proteſtant , or Se&Qarian Preachers and 
Teachers be ſuch , what muſt the Proteſtants and Secaries 
themſelves be ? it che light thatis in them be darkneſs, how 
great ſhall che darkneſs it ſelf be ? ifthe blinde lead the blinde, 
ſhall chey not fall both into the ditch ? ſure enough they ſhall, 
even into the ditch of everlaſting burning brimſtone and fire, 
where ſhall be howling, and crying, and weeping , and lament- 
ing, and gnaſhing of teeth for ever : unleſs chey be converted, 
do pennance, and live in the true Church , in which muſt al- 
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wayes be true Preachers and Teachers ; for the conſummation 
of Saints, to the work of the Miniſtery, and edification of the Bo- 
dy of Chriſt, Epheſ. _ 4. v.11. Butinthe Proteſtant or Se - 
ttarian Church are not fuch ; as now proved : Theretore the 
Proteſtant, or Se&arian Church is not the true Church of crue 
Believers. How ſhall they believe in him, whom (not of whom , as 
rheir Bible ſaith, of purpoſe to excuſe themſelves : See above) 
they bave not heard * or hoz ſhall they bear without a Preacher * 
or. how (hall they preach unleſs they are ſent ? : 

4- Note this well, gentle Reader,and conſider ſeriouſly wich 
your ſelf, how deplorable a thing it is, to ſee ſuch hypocritical 
Intruders to ſtand in a Pulpit, or Tub, with ſuch a brazen-tac'd 
Book, as is their unjuſt, corrupt, and perverſe Bible in their 
hand, lulling the poor ignorant people to the flcezp of death by 
theſe words. Thus ſaith the Lord, when the Lord faith no. ſuch 
thing. Are not thoſe they of whom the Lord himſelf ſaith, 
Jer. 14. 14. They propheſie falſly tn my. name, I ſent them not, and 
I did nor bid them, netther did I ſpeak untothem : a lying viſion and 
divination, and fraudulence, and ſeduction of their own hearts they, 
propheſie unto you: See more, Deut. 13. 5. Item 18. 20, &c. 
And when they haye done with their Thus ſaith the Lord , and 
can ſay no more, then they rouſe up cheir ſlumbering ſpirits. by 
ſinging unto them-one of Thomas Sternholds, Fack, Hopkins , Or. 
Robin Wiſdoms Pialms: ſuppoſe , from Turk, and, Pope , &c« 
which (acrilegious Pſalm,or diabolica} Song, paſlech wich theſe 
deladers, and their deluded Auditors and Choriſts , for holy, 
Scripture, and the word of God, as well-as Dixit Dominus, Do- 
mio meo, &c, O Times! O Manners! O God amend them, 
dimen, Sec Eraſius ſenior and Junior, who copioafly prove this 
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The fifteench Chapter, 
All our Adverſaries Objefions anſwered, 


I. O your obje&ions out of the Bible I anſwer, what you 

objec, is cither out ofthe Secarian Bible, or out of 
the Catholique ; if out of the Searian Bible, this is unjuſt, 
corrupt, and perverſe as above proved : Therefore not to be 
"regarded. If out of the Catholique Bible you objeR any thing, 
what you objz& eicher needs an Interpreter of its true fenle 
and meaning, or no: if it needs an Interpreter, you are not 
the Interpreter, but che Chureh,. as above proyed alſo: if it 
needs no Interpreter, why would you interpret it contrary to 
the incrrable Catholique Churches common ſenſe and meaning 
of it? 

2. Toall your objections whatſoever, whether out of Scri- 
pture, Councils, or Fathers, &c. I anſwer, what you objxt ei- 
ther is a Controverſe or not : it it be a Controverke , the 
Church is Judge, not you, as above proved : if it be not a Con- 
troverſie, why would you controvert it ? 

3- All the Controverſies, lightly touched in this Book, are 
largely handled by the mo(k eminent Cardinal Bellarmin, Be- 
can, and other ſuch Catholique Controvertiſts, who plainly 
anſ.ver, and clearly refute all that Hererticks could ever yet oh- 
je&, which if you have no leaſure to read, nor learning to un- 
derſtand , ſee my Hinge of Controyerſies in three Books, of 
which chis is abricf Compendinm. Item che Manual of Con- 
eroverhies, or the Touch-ſ(tone of de Reformed Goſpel , or 
other ſuch little Engliſh Books, and you ſhall be ſatished,if true 
Scripture, right reaſon, General Councils, holy Fathers, and 
conſent of all ages may lati>fic you. 

4. In che mean time let no body be offended by this lictle 
Book, which was intended for the good of many: butit any 
can contradict ir, let him anſwer it briefly and clearly accord- 
ing to its Chapters and numbers, without any quirks or _ 

Mes, premitting alwayes thoſe , word by word before his ow 
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anſwer to them; otherwiſe know himſelf co haye done no. 
thing; and therefore his nothing to deſerye no reply. Let 
him alſo remember chat if he calumniates or ſayes any thing 
againſt the holy Catholick Roman Church , he muſt prove it, 
elſe he is already anſwered , Gratis dicitur quod non probatur, 


Now then let God live, let Feſws Chriſt reign , let the Pope 
of Rome govern in ſpiritual matters, let our moſt Gracious 
Sovereign King Charles the Second rule long and happy in 
Temporal Afﬀeairs, let the Holy Roman Catholick Church 
flouriſh, let all Heatheniſh Statutes, Cruel Laws, and Raſh 
Oathes made againft her, be repealed and aboliſhed ; ler all 
Schiſmatiques, Se&aries, and Heretiques be converted, and {0 
reconciled and live ; and remember me, my God, in good, Amen, 


This and all the reſt of my little Iabours, and my (elf, I ſub- 
mit to the unerrable Judgement of the Holy Roman Catho- 
lique Church, 


A. S. 


Tes} Deo ſanCIſsI Mo Laſs. 


Gloria, laus C& honor tibi ſit Rex Chriſte Redemptor, 
Cui puerile decus prompſit Hoſanna pium. 
Amen. 
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